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Forming a friendship with the
Ngarinyin women of the Kimberley
Region of Western Australia

Kimberley Adventure—
Zonta meets the
Ngarinyin women
Carole Theobald

Eleven members of the club shared
a week in the Kimberley with very
special women elders of the
Ngarinyin community. The Zonta
members travelled in a 4x4 OKA
coach and a Landcruiser along the
famous unsealed Gibb River Road
to the settlement of Mt Barnett (also
known as Kupungarri), 400 kms
from Kununurra.
We passed through magnificent
plains, over hills that provided
panoramic views of the superb
Kimberley scenery and through
wide rivers that had no
bridges. This road is cut off for a
few months every year during the
wet season as the rivers become
impassable.
We established our campsite just
out of 'town' and around the
campfire, the club members were
welcomed by elders from the
community.

Zonta Club of Perth members, Ngarinyin elders and friends meet by
the Gibb River.

The next day Pansy, Gilgie, Kitty
and Lucy slowly introduced us to
their beautiful Ngarinyin
country. Seated on a white sandy
beach next to the idyllic waterway
of Manning Gorge it was hard to
believe we were hundreds of
kilometres from the ocean. Our
introductions enabled us to
redefine ourselves in nature's
terms - saltwater women, river
women, mountain women...

Our campsite was very primitive tents, campfires and bush
toilets. This environment enabled
us to bridge the gap between our
cultures more quickly. Our first
evening was warm in friendship but
cold in temperature! We were
grateful for our tracksuits and
beanies to keep out the cold in our
sleeping bags.
Introducing ourselves to Pansy and Lucy

We learned and participated in
smoking ceremonies necessary to
show respect to the spirits of the
area. We also learned which
flowers to eat, caught frogs and
even used them as bait to catch
fish for dinner!

This flower is sweet and crunchy!
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If you weren't interested in birds
before this adventure - you soon
were hooked!! Between us, over
70 different species of bird were
identified during the week and
confirmed using Freda's
birdwatcher's bible.

Lennie, under Lucy's supervision
became a dab hand at finding
frogs and Freda caught a fish, but
Pansy was by far the best
fisherwoman, catching a bream
that must have weighed over a
kilogram. The fish were nursed
back to the site by Lennie and
Margaret in the back of a car and
tasted beautiful when cooked in
the coals of the camp fire.
Slowly, over the next two days, we
were able to shake off the pace of
the city and appreciate just sharing
space and time with these
magnificent shy women. In true
Zonta style we shared stories,
listened, talked and learned. Even
though we come from different
cultures our concerns are similar we all work in our own ways to
make the world a kinder place to
be in.

We took a trip out to Donkey
Creek and, following traditional
Margaret and Lennie nurse the day’s
catch home!

For the next stage of our adventure,
we all left Mt Barnett and travelled
up the Kalumburu Road, setting
camp on the banks of the
picturesque Gibb River. Here we
were joined by Yvonne and her
mother Maudie (86 yrs old), local
Ngarinyin women from the Gibb
River Community.
Our campsite was next to the road
adjacent to the river crossing. This
is the only road to Kalumburu,
Drysdale Station and the Mitchell
Falls, so the traffic ranged from four
wheel drives, to caravans and huge
two dog container trucks.

Lucy and Lennie find frogs

A few people camped on the other
side of the road, but most rattled
through the country unaware of the
cultural riches of the area. This was
probably just as well - our new
friends told us sad stories of rock art
paintings being cut away from the
rocks and skulls being removed from
burial sites to add to private
collections around the world. They
are desperate to find effective ways
of protecting these sacred places
from vandalism. It was hard to
imagine vandalism existed in such a
remote, beautiful location!
The bird life was diverse, colourful
and entertaining. Above, two
whistling kites guarded over our site,
at eye level a family of bee-eaters
darted between the trees and on the
ground, a bower bird regularly
foraged the campfire remnants to
gather material for its bower!

Freda’s fish!
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One of the Whistling Kite’s standing
guard over us

cultural practices of calling to the
spirits and smoking ceremonies,
Gilgie introduced us to her
ancestors - immortalised in rock art
that is thousands of years old. We
admired the artwork, marvelled at
its age and contemplated the
people who made it and those who
continue to preserve it.
The land is probably very similar to
how it looked when the first artists
collected the ochres to create these
famous images. We fossicked in
the streambeds of the area, seeing
the natural ochres, collecting frogs
and admiring the colours of the
abundant butterflies and flowers.

Some of the magnificent rock art.
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Pansy and Yvonne started digging
and Sciona continued the difficult
task of removing rocks to reveal
the sought-after sugarbag.
Sugarbag looks like a drooling
mass of black treacle with the
golden pollen beneath encased in
a black root-like sheath.
Soaking up the atmosphere around the
rock art

Later in the day, Yvonne followed
traditional ceremonies and
introduced us to the Ngarinin's
'Crocodile Rock'. Unlike Elton's
young version, this rock is very,
very old. The rock is shaped like a
crocodile and is adorned with adult
and young crocodiles.

very wet, wet season.
One evening Pansy was in good
form, leading the Ngarinyin women
in traditional songs. One song did
not seem to be very traditional
though as the actions resembled
women washing in the river with a
bar of soap! It was so funny - we
knew exactly what she meant
though we did not understand one
word! She imitated us so well!
The locals slept by the campfire in
mounds of blankets and doonas we city slickers basically wore as

Yvonne and Sciona dig for sugarbag

Nearby is another rock with long
necked turtles and a variety of
other animals and images painted
on it.
Lucy spotted some native bees
with her sharp eyes and followed
them to their nest in the rocky
ground.

Rugged up around the campfire

Sugarbag!

We followed an ill-defined track
back to the river to discover our
camp on the other side - we did
not realise we were so close to our
camp - how easy it would be to get
lost in this country! We were hot,
very hot and it was wonderful to
bathe in the cold, cold river with
our natural soap!
We had all been feeling the cold
nights and the local women
explained that the extra cold
temperatures were because of the

Crocodile rock and nearby rock paintings
Right: Our camp site on the other side
of the river/bath/laundry!!

many clothes as possible in our
sleeping bags in our swags!
The days started before dawn. I
am not sure who woke first - was it
the birds that woke our Ngarinyin
friends or did they wake the
birds...?
Most Zontians snuggled back
under the covers until the sun's
rays shone directly on the
campsite or they could not ignore
Gilgie's "Wakie, Wakie" call any
longer! We would then emerge
from our cocoons...
One morning Wendy led us in an
impromptu stretching/yoga session
during which the heat from the sun
seemed to enter every pore of the
body - a wonderful start to the day!
Yvonne and Pansy are
artists. The day before our visit
they had just completed some
large banners which have been
sent to the United Nations in
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Geneva to use in a conference to
mark the end of the decade of
indigenous people. Kofi Annan
had personally invited the
Ngarinyin people to contribute to
the artwork for the occasion.
Yvonne is going to Geneva in a
few weeks as one of four
representatives of the Ngarinyin
people at the conference - it will
be interesting to hear about her
experiences. We agreed to help
her obtain suitable clothes etc for
the event. (The Gibb River is not
renowned for its boutiques!!)
Outside of Australia the Ngarinyin
people are highly regarded. I
think the large Wanjina at the
opening ceremony of the Olympic
Games helped to put this
community on the map
internationally. Previous elders
from the community have been
overseas and helped scientists
understand how rock paintings
could have been made in
European caves. Our
understanding is the scientists
marvelled that there were people
on the planet that still used the
skills!
We spent one day having great
fun making clapping
sticks. Clapping sticks are
knocked together to provide the
rhythm for songs. First of all we
had to find the right sort of trees!

with a small pruning saw, we cut
off the appropriately sized
branches from the correct
species of tree. The branches
were cut to the correct length to
make a number of pairs of
clapping sticks. The sticks were
banged together to remove the
outer bark - a very therapeutic,
aerobic exercise!

know to bring that??) and
Yvonne, Lucy, Gilgie and Selwyn
painted them for us. We even
made a special set of clapping
sticks for the club which we can
use instead of a gavel at
meetings!

Preparing the clapping sticks for
painting
Selwyn shows us how to knock the
bark off the clapping sticks

Yvonne pointed out the clapping
trees, the didgeridoo trees, the
emu food trees, the medicine
trees - it is a veritable
supermarket out there if only you
know where to look!
We tried to find a ripe didgeridoo
tree, but to no avail - the beetles
hadn't finished their work, so the
inside of the branches were not
yet fully hollow.

We had underestimated the
number of clapping sticks so
Yvonne took a few of us to another
site to collect a couple
more. Marlene, Sciona, Wendy
and Carole could not resist the
inviting waters of this beautiful
secluded fishing spot and had a
quick swim among the small
waterfalls. Freda and Yvonne
stood guard and saw off some
male tourists that had somehow
found our secret spot, giving us
time to get out of the water!

We returned to camp and spent a

Yvonne and her nephew Selwyn
took us to a place where, armed

Irresistible swimming spot!
Unripe didgeridoo tree! The hole in it
needs to be bigger.

Yvonne and Marlene eye up
the clapping stick tree!

lovely afternoon smoothing the
sticks, sanding them down with
sandpaper (now how did Lennie
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When we returned to the camp
site, Pansy had found some white
ochre and was painting
everyone's faces in traditional
style.
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Gilgie woke us before dawn with a
persistent 'wakey wakey' and after
breakfast we broke up the camp
and started loading the OKA.

It was lovely watching her paint
her own face afterwards using a
small hand mirror to guide her.

Pansy and Karen seal the friendship
between Zonta and the Ngarinyin people

Judy has her face painted by Pansy...

So does Carole...

Around the campfire on the last
night we discussed the logistics for
the next day as we were all going
in different directions and even set
them to music using our clapping
sticks so we could remember who
was doing what!

Our campsite next to the river.

It was a sad farewell as we
hugged these warm women who
had shared their lives with us.

It was a happy evening, but sad as
we knew it was our last on this
visit. After dinner, we looked at
the marvellous clear skies and
explained to Yvonne that the stars
will look different in Geneva as
they will be viewed from the other
side of the world. She would see
new stars as well as many familiar
ones - providing the skies are
clear!
Pansy and Karen say farewell….

Sciona drove Pansy, Lucy and
Gilgie back to Mt Barnett and Lyn
led the singing in an impromptu
'guard of honour' to see them off!
So does Pansy!

We all looked magnificent and
went to the river to have our
photo taken by Brownie our
coach driver.
It was a wonderful afternoon women of the world relaxing,
enjoying being together...
Beside the river, as the sun was
setting, we chatted about Zonta,
the Ngarinyin and how we can
continue our friendship.

We met up with Sciona later in the
day on our return to Kununurra at
Emma Gorge.
Marj holds her torch so we can serve
ourselves to dinner—notice the coats
and beanies—it is so cold!

We were privileged to see
Ngarinyin country with Ngarinyin
guides.

We retired early as we had to
break camp early in the
morning. Meanwhile, Sciona took
Maudie, Yvonne and Selwyn back
to the Gibb River Community and
two hours later returned to the
camp quietly so as not to disturb
us...

This was no tourist visit - it was an
experience that hopefully will be
the start of a longterm friendship
between the Zonta Club of Perth
and the Ngarinyin women.
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Carole’s story - the Art Exhibition

A big

thank you
for making it

possible

Kathy, Yvonne and Yvonne’s granddaughter Rebecca Wunggundun aged 9
(Becky Boo) drove down to Perth and using
Kathy’s small Fremantle ﬂat as a base,
Yvonne painted her heart out over a period
of four weeks, living on pot noodles!
Yvonne is an internationally recognised
artist—her work has been displayed at the
United Nations in Geneva and also hangs
in the Australian Embassy in Paris—but
she has never had her own exhibition.

Yvonne Burgu and her granddaughter Rebecca
Wunggundun (9) at the entrance to Yvonne’s ﬁrst
one woman exhibition.

While Yvonne was painting, Kathy asked
‘Zonta mob’ and Dr Mary Anne Jebb for help
to give her ideas to progress the project.

Imagine this situation—your local shop has
closed, the nearest store is two hours away
along unsealed roads that require you to
drive through rivers that are impassable
in the wet season. Your community of 70
people has two vehicles—one is a two
wheel drive that cannot cross rivers and the
other, an old four wheel drive, has engine
problems and cannot be ﬁxed.

The response
fantastic.
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everyone

was

Mary Anne Jebb’s parents, kindly
offered a vacant shop that was currently
between tenants adjacent to their home in
Claremont.

The rains are coming and your subsistence
community will rely once more on accessing
traditional hunting grounds to survive—but
you have no vehicle to get there.
In October, Yvonne Burgu and her friend
Kathy Charlesworth (visiting from the city)
were sat under a tree in the Kimberley
discussing this very predicament and
decided to hold an art exhibition to buy a
second hand four wheel drive.

Yvonne
Burgu

from

Mary Anne Jebb’s parents, Dr Malcolm
and Ailsa Smith, provided a venue for the
exhibition

Can you imagine putting every cent you
had into buying fuel, paints and canvasses.
This is what Yvonne did and armed with
artistic talent, guts, determination and
courage headed for the city to realise her
dream...

The small shop was perfect for a mini
art gallery. The whitewashed walls and
wooden ﬂoorboards presented a simple
uncomplicated backdrop to display the art.
They also allowed the courtyard in the front
of their house to be used for the ‘launch
party’.

YOU helped make the dream come true
- THANK YOU.
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Kathy emailed Yvonne’s story to a
freelance journalist friend of hers called
Sue Emmet who managed to get an article
in the Fremantle Gazette and to Eloise
Dortch from the West Australian. The
West Australian picked up the story and
well known photographer, Nic Ellis came
down to the gallery and took a magniﬁcent
photo that featured in a half page article on
October 28 (page 36).

While Sciona hung the paintings, Yvonne
described the stories behind them to
Mary Anne who typed each story into her
laptop.

She introduced Mr Phil Narkle, respected
Noongar artist, who formally welcomed
Yvonne to his land in the traditions of his
people.

Sciona Browne meanwhile found a host of
fantastic people who helped sponsor the
exhibition. The sponsors provided wines
and beers for the ‘launch’ and advertised
the exhibition through their own networks.
Their role in this project cannot be
underestimated!

Carole transferred the stories onto cards to
display next to the paintings and also onto
certiﬁcates for purchasers.

Sister Frances from Mazenod College in
Lesmurdie provided a beautiful history of
her association with Yvonne and the Gibb
River.

Many thanks to:
brainCELLS
Cormorant Technical Services
Cullens
Hayshed Hill/Pitchfork
Kiss Chasey
Little Creatures
My Crow
Swings & Roundabouts

Yvonne’s story featured in the West Australian (28/10/05)

Sciona took on the role of ﬁnance ofﬁcer
and followed through on all sales and
helped Yvonne calculate her budget and
tax.

Kathy was delighted when she saw the
ﬁnal article as it also featured a photo she
had taken in the Kimberley of BeckyBoo
holding a crocodile with her cousin Reggie
Tataya Jr. Kathy has always admired Nic
Ellis’ photography and it gave her a ‘big
kick’ to see her name next to his beneath
the photos!

The gallery looked great—the paintings
ﬁlled the space without being crowded and
in the windows were posters, a ‘blow up’
of the West Australian article and a ﬂip ﬁle
containing the story of the Zonta Club of
Perth’s visit to the Kimberley in 2004.

Sister Frances brought three Ngarinyin
girls, relations of Yvonne’s who board at
the College, to the launch and also showed
us a beautiful wooden spear thrower that
Yvonne had carved and painted for the
school a few years before.

Becky Boo provides scale for the paintings

L-R: Sciona Browne, Sister Frances and
Mr Phil Narkle

There were also books containing photos
of the original cave paintings. A painting
that Yvonne had previously painted for the
Zonta Club of Perth was proudly on display
in the window and cards of this painting
were available for sale.

Behind the scenes, the Zontians got
going... Carole Theobald got out her
camera and computer. She took photos
of the paintings and made electronic ﬂyers,
posters and programs. Yvonne had the ﬁnal

Some of the publications produced for the
Exhibition

say on the preferred layout and a range of
publications were created including posters
for the gallery window, business cards and
portfolios of her work.

Mary Anne Jebb and Sciona Browne
discuss exhibition progress
Dr Mary Anne Jebb, was our wonderful
cultural advisor. She had been in the
Kimberley a few weeks previously in
her role as curator of the newly created
Mowanjum Art Centre. Mary Anne has
worked with the Ngarinyin people for many
years and understands the stories behind
their art.
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Mary Anne Jebb held the group of about
60 entranced as, on behalf of Yvonne, she
related the Nyalanggunda and Wanalirri
stories behind the paintings and the

The launch was held on Friday 28th
October—Yvonne’s birthday!
Zontian
Karen Groves gave Yvonne a lovely ﬂower
arrangement for her birthday and to wish
her luck for the show. However, the best
gift Yvonne had, was the gift of friendship
displayed by so many people including
YOU...
Sciona Browne MC’d the ‘launch’ event
very capably.

Dr Mary Ann Jebb tells the stories of the
pictures for a shy Yvonne
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tape deck and CD player; not to mention
snorkel and spottie’s (BIG, light-up-thenight-sky kind of spottie’s), bull bar and tow
bar. God knows who owned it last, but they
kept it well and it’s now being driven by the
penultimate ‘little old lady’.

characters in them: brolgas, turtles, lizards
and owls and around us we could feel the
watchful eyes of the Wandjina as nearly
every painting contained their image.
For a moment we were transported to the
Kimberley...

themselves sick. On Saturday they all went
off to the school fete together and bought
each other presents. They cried when they
parted.
We can’t forget to mention the man in the
mix. David Theobald has been voted the
‘communal’ husband. David has picked
up and dropped off; he’s carried the lot,
including at times the kid. He’s minded and
marshaled. He’s pretty bloody marvelous!

Jessica spent most of the day pushing
plastic bags of clothes and bedding and
kitchen thingys into small spaces under
seats and behind the cabin. Then the uteback began to ﬁll up... rapidly!

At the end of the formal ceremonies, guests
were invited to the courtyard next door for
refreshments.
Many Zontians brought plates of cheese
and nibbles to accompany the donated
wine and beer and competently managed
the catering, making sure guests had beer,
wine, soft drinks and food. They cleared up
as required and did a great job.

Jessica passes a painting
through the smoke
It was very sad taking down all the paintings
for people to take them home - but it is good
to know that the Wandjina can now watch
over people in the city too!

The atmosphere at the launch was warm,
friendly and very special and was topped
off when Kathy’s daughter, Suzy, brought
in a surprise birthday cake for Yvonne
complete with sparkling candles!

During the next week or so the Zonta Club
of Perth collected clothes and household
items for Yvonnes’ community and Sciona
went on a search for a vehicle...

The exhibition was very successful over
the weekend with most of the paintings
being sold. The lucky purchasers sure got
a bargain—the works are unique and will
deﬁnitely increase in value!

Sciona’s tale of the vehicle and loading
Dennis York from Dockside Fremantle, an
auto wholesaler, managed somehow, to
source a 4WD Hilux (they’re as scarce as
hen’s teeth!).

The exhibition was opened for two hours
each day during the week and on Thursday
3rd November, buyers were invited to
collect their paintings at a special smoking
ceremony.

We handed over to a couple of remarkable
women. None of it would have happened
if Kathy Charlesworth, our ‘grumpy old
woman’, hadn’t driven us all mad with her
determination to make a difference. And
Yvonne, without whose wonderful art and
wisdom on canvass, we would have had
nothing to sell.

Wendy and Dudley MacGibbon rescued a
bag of ochre that would just not squeeze in
and are storing it until Yvonne’s next visit
to town.
Becky Boo was a bit miserable. She’s
made a lot of friends, and none more so
than Allen and Elaine Burtenshaw’s three
kids, Parris, Tiarn and Taylor.

The numbers have been crunched, the tax
accounted for and the books, balanced.
The mota-car is owned and insured and on
its way back to the bush.

These guys are the next generation of
Zontians and Ngarinyins, already forming
bonds and making friends. They’ve spent
many happy hours playing together.
Becky’s taught those gardia kids to ‘dance’
and our mob have taken her out and kicked
the footie along the foreshore, they’ve
played on swings and round-abouts and
slippery slides.

The White Angel sets off

In the Kimberley visitors are normally
’smoked in’ and ‘smoked out‘ of the areas
that have paintings—so through this
exercise Yvonne was able to follow her
traditions and share them with the new
owners of the paintings.
Dennis, Kathy, Becky Boo and Yvonne with
the White Angel

Yvonne explained the procedure and people
who had bought the paintings carried them
out of the gallery through the smoke.

A beauty. White and as clean as a whistle;
a 3 litre diesel darling with aircon, radio,
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One of Sciona’s long-suffering neighbours,
Richard Longley, just had to ﬁnd out why
Sciona had clothes, bagged and unbagged,
strung from pillar to post in front of her unit
and, a few minutes into ‘the story’, helped
with a donation for fuel and the words
‘That should be enough to get them up the
track’.

Becky Boo had so much fun
They’ve dressed up. They’ve tumbled
and turned until everyone’s dizzy. They’ve
squealed and laughed and nearly made

This story has inspired so many, but
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really, it’s a truly wonderful story and who
could resist the fun, the fellowship and
the friendships? And as an added bonus,
there will be a few less hungry Gibb River
mob and lots better clothed Ngarinyin mob
around the Kimberely this year.

overnight, they departed Perth at 4.30 am
with Becky-Boo now wailing for noodles
and wanting to sit on Kathy’s lap and help
with the driving.

and searching for information written in the
sand, talking about King Brown snakes and
asking the Old People (passed tribes) for
permission to sleep on their land.

decided not to risk going on any further
than Derby in fear of getting locked-in for
the whole of the wet.
Yvonne and Becky Boo arrived safely at
Gibb River, the sleek ‘White Angel’ being
covered in red mud. They had a wonderful
time distributing the Zonta goodies and a
trailer load of food purchased in Derby - the
community could now survive the wet!

Getting out of the metro area at that time of
day was fairly easy and they soon picked up
speed and road signs pointed them in the
direction of NW Highway via Meekatharra
some 600 odd kms away.

They drove off, the Hilux being driven by an
old bushie with her hearing aids turned off,
belting out Patsy Cline classics on the CD
and a couple of happy ‘Wandjina women’
inside.

In the beautiful sleek ‘White Angel’ (BB’s
name for the new Gibb River Hilux) it was a
breeze especially with the Air Con purring
away, but Kathy could have done without
the wails of Patsy Cline, Tammy Wynette,
Slim Dusty and not to mention the HipHop CD Becky Boo had conned out of her
grandmother at a road house whilst Kathy
was in the ladies....

Kathy’s story - the journey north...
Saying goodbye to everyone after the big
pack-up and hand-over left Kathy driving
off with Becky-Boo wailing on top note for
Sciona and Carole to come with us, plus
a very tearful Yvonne ﬁrmly clutching the
wonderful A3 portfolio Carole had made up
for her proving that the antic’s of the past 6
weeks were actually a reality and not some
bizarre dream.

Madam BB’s throne!

This spot gets the nod of approval!
Within minutes of getting the nod of
approval on a particular site the swags
were off the back thanks to Sciona and
Jessie’s magical nautical knots, and they
were soon fast asleep.

For Kathy the ‘grumpie old girl’ in the story,
she is just staggered by the generosity of
the human spirit coming from the strangest
places, but in the main, from a small group
of very dedicated people who could see the
window of opportunity to make a difference
and came in very willingly regardless of
their own professional commitments.

Yvonne initially was very hesitant to get
behind the wheel, but eventually as the
road became more and more isolated, her
conﬁdence rose. Her driving skills were just
ﬁne except during the harrowing moments
of passing those monstrous road trains!
When camping at night Yvonne would follow
a routine that involved grabbing the torch

After staying at Kathy’s son’s house
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“What the future holds for the ‘White Angel’
is our lesson in trust and letting go of any
attachment to the outcome. There is but
one thing for sure, out there, a handful of
very lucky people are enjoying a painting
of worth and Yvonne’s future as an artist
of note will continue to grow alongside
Yvonne’s level of leadership within her
community and my guess is that the latter
will shine brighter than those bloody great
spotties on the White Angel !”

They passed from Newman to Port Hedland
through the Hammersley Ranges National
Park to Port Hedland. They drove on
through Broome and camped at Roebuck
Plains. Yvonne spotted some large
Bungurra (Goanna) tracks and they were
desperate to chase and get some long
awaited bush tucker, but Kathy advised
against it even through a bush-bash in the
new car would have been great fun!

Madam BB sat up in the back like the
queen on a pile of pillows shaded by the
screens Dennis had kindly ﬁtted and
casually colored-in, in-between still wailing
for noodles.

Kathy and BB are ready to go

Yvonne and Kathy reinforce their thanks
to each and everyone of you that helped
make the dream come true. And ﬁnally
some words from Kathy...

Life on the
track

A BIG THANK YOU - your
contribution helped make
the dream come true.

Derby was like Dante’s Inferno and locals
advised the creeks were already running
on the other side of Mt Barnett and there
were huge thunderstorms every afternoon
signally the start of the ‘wet’. Kathy then
© Yvonne Burgu 2005

Keep up-to-date with Yvonne’s
progress at www.zontaperth.org.au
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ABSTRACT
"Social entrepreneurs identify resources where people only see problems. They view the villagers as the solution, not
the passive beneficiary. They begin with the assumption of competence and unleash resources in the communities
they're serving." Bornstein (2004).
This paper discusses the development of a collaboration between the Zonta Club of Perth Inc members and the
Ngarinyin women, from the lands along the Gibb River Road in the North Western Kimberley region of Western
Australia, within the context of the social entrepreneurship literature. The role of women as a potent force in the
community is illustrated by the comment by Jenks (2004) on the “Women Sitting” picture by the Jukurrpa Artists “(t)he
three women are seen from above, not as portraits… but as integrated energy fields composed of the same energies as
the world around them”.
We explore the development of the Ngarinyin-Zonta Club of Perth collaboration in terms of the four ‘capitals’ identified
by Thompson, Alvy and Lees (2000). These are social capital; aesthetic capital; environmental capital and financial
capital. Specifically, recognition of the aesthetic capital and social capital of the Ngarinyin and their female
Munnumburra (senior law women in this case, but the term is non gender specific and refers to tribal ‘elders’) and
through partnering with Zonta Club of Perth women the realisation that both environmental and financial capital might
also be generated as the law and culture bases of both groups are explored.
Further, following Craig and Lindsay (2002) and their extension of the Timmons (1999) model for entrepreneurship
which incorporates the family dynamic into the entrepreneurial process, we explore the connections that have
developed between the Zonta Club of Perth and Ngarinyin ‘families’, by showing their reflection in the team-familyopportunity-resources model.
From this experience, we are able to suggest a model for collaborative social entrepreneurship which may have wider
utility.
Keywords: social entrepreneurship women collaboration

SPECIAL NOTES
1. The following pages contain Ngarinyin cultural material and references to people who are deceased and
anyone of Aboriginal descent should consider this and may decide not to view the contents of this publication;
and
2. Approval for the use of the Ngarinyin cultural material in this publication was provided by senior Ngarinyin law
woman, Yvonne Burgu.
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INTRODUCTION
This paper contributes to the discussions of the nature of social entrepreneurship by defining it as a process of
integrating energy fields where these may be defined following Thomson et al (2000) as comprising four components of
capital: social; aesthetic; environmental and financial. It also documents the development of an effective model for
achieving successful entrepreneurial partnerships within social settings.
Specifically we discuss the formation of a genuine collaborative friendship between the Zonta Club of Perth Inc
members and the women of the Ngarinyin people from the Kupungarri (Mt Barnett Station) and Ngallagunda (Gibb River
Station) areas of the North Western Kimberley region in Western Australia, within the context of the social
entrepreneurship literature by showing its reflection in the team-family-opportunity-resources model.
Firstly, the key elements of the social entrepreneurship literature will be summarised to provide a context in which the
Ngarinyin-Zonta Club of Perth relationship may be explored. Secondly, we will introduce the partners: the women from
the Ngarinyin and Zonta Club of Perth communities.
We will then describe how the two partners became connected and demonstrate through the example of the ‘White
Angel’, the process of their subsequent collaboration. Finally, we will draw some conclusions about the wider
applicability of this model.
The social entrepreneurship literature
We wish to place our contribution within the context of the ‘four capitals’ that Thompson et al (2000) define as generated
or threatened by entrepreneurs. These are social capital; aesthetic capital; environmental capital and financial capital.
We accept the definition of financial capital as the creation of wealth, environmental capital as the sustainability of world
resources and aesthetic (or artistic) capital as intangibles that create a ‘feel good’ factor; the definition of social capital
has prompted much more debate. De Carolis and Saparito (2006) suggest, for example, that the concept is still in an
emerging phase. They note that social scientists refer to two forms of social capital; bonding and bridging. The bonding
form refers to the internal social capital created by relations among persons as a dense set of associations which brings
with it trustworthiness (Coleman, 1988). The bridging form refers to external social ties which form social networks
which may be explored and exploited by individuals in both innovation and in the establishment of new ventures.
Besides operating within social networks, people also operate within family structures and their influence cannot be
excluded. The enterprise that is the focus of this paper might be seen as an effective illustration of Craig and Lindsay’s
(2002) extension of the Timmons (1999) model. According to Timmons’ driving forces model of entrepreneurship, the
entrepreneurial team, the opportunity and the resources achieve a ’fit’ and ‘balance’ which determines a venture’s
eventual chances of success. While Craig and Lindsay (2002 at p.418) recognise that family business is a complicated
phenomenon, they suggest that incorporating the family into the process especially as an actual or de facto ‘board of
directors’ may improve the chances of success.

THE NGARINYIN PEOPLE AND ZONTA CLUB OF PERTH MEMBERS
The Ngarinyin people and other tribal groups in the region are custodians of “the oldest known figurative art in northwestern Australia” (Doring 2000). The Wandjina Spiritual Sanctuary is a vast area of about 200,000 square kilometres of
lands, waters, sea and islands with continuous culture dating back beyond 60,000 years. Here traditional law and
culture are active and alive. The Wandjina Spiritual Sanctuary is the hub. It holds the entire history of human culture
which is embodied in the icon, the Wandjina. The Wandjina is a philosophy, a spirituality and a symbol which evokes
intense energy and spirituality in whoever is in its space. The Ngarinyin people are one of three Wandjina tribes, the
other two are Wunambal and Worrorra.
The Ngarinyin have been highly visible in recent decades: firstly, in their action as the Ngarinyin Aboriginal Corporation
to claim the so-called Bradshaw paintings as being from their culture (Dayton 1997). (The ‘Bradshaw paintings’ were
named by Joseph Bradshaw in 1891, the first white pastoralist to sight them, however they are claimed by the Ngarinyin
and known to them as ‘Gwion Gwion’). Secondly, with their action to return to their tribal lands in the Kimberley from
Derby, where they had been forcefully moved in 1950; thirdly, in the establishment of the ‘Bush University’; fourthly in
the use of the Wandjina symbol in the opening ceremony of the 2000 Olympic Games in Sydney; and fifthly, in the
publication of Gwion Gwion Dulwan Mamaa: Secret and Sacred Pathways of the Ngarinyin Aboriginal People of
Australia which depicts their figurative art.
Zonta International (ZI) is a worldwide service organization of more than 34,000 executives in business and the
professions working together to advance the status of women. Established in 1919, Zonta International has clubs in
nearly 70 countries. The objectives of ZI are to provide service at a global and a local level; to improve the legal,
political, economic, educational, health and professional status of women; to work for the advancement of
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understanding, goodwill and peace through a world of fellowship of executives in business and the professions; to
promote justice and universal respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms; and to be united internationally to
foster high ethical standards, to implement service programs and to provide mutual support and fellowship for members
who serve their communities, their nations and the world.
Zonta International has links with the United Nations Development Fund for Women and the United Nation’s Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) and supports many health and education projects in several developing countries.
The Zonta Club of Perth Inc, founded in 1971, was the first Zonta club to be chartered in Western Australia. Club
members are business and professional executives who are in a senior decision making capacity. The Zonta Club of
Perth supports a number of projects with funds and service including making birthing kits for use by birthing attendants
in developing countries, providing cushions to aid women recovering from breast cancer surgery, funding holidays for
disadvantaged families through the Zonta Holiday Trust, providing scholarships for students through various Education
Awards and supporting Zonta House, a woman’s refuge.
Members of the Zonta Club of Perth live in the metropolitan area and before the Ngarinyin experience few had met
indigenous Australians outside their working environment, let alone had the privilege of developing friendships with
them.
So, how was it possible for two such disparate but dynamic groups of women to meet?

MAKING THE CONNECTION
Kathy Charlesworth is a West Australian photo/journalist by training who has had a special interest in the politics of the
displacement of indigenous people from their traditional lands. She first met Ngarinyin elder David Mowaljarlai in Derby
in 1963 and it was he who opened her eyes to the vast riches of Aboriginal culture. Kathy writes “looking back on my
friendship with Mowaljarlai, it now appears in hindsight, to have been just one long conversation stretching over a period
of some thirty odd years often taking place in the strangest places.”
In 1993 Charlesworth was invited into the inner circle of the Ngarinyin to work with Mowaljarlai and the senior law-men
who were negotiating the repatriation of their people back to their tribal lands, following their enforced move ‘out of
country’ to Derby in the 1950’s.
The traditional connection to country is based on the Law of the Wurnan handed down by the Wandjina creation spirit.
According to Ngarinyin mythology, the Wandjina are ancestors who came and put themselves in the rock when the
world was being created. The Wungurr is the rainbow serpent who usually lives in deep water pools close to the
Wunggud waters where their ‘spirit-child’ is found. Wandjina country is divided up into smaller “dambun” (patterns of
land title inherited by the Ngarinyin that define the network of exchange with their neighbours), each of which is
connected to a specific Wandjina which usually appears in rock paintings in the area. Often a Gwion Gwion image is
found in close proximity to the Wandjina image.
Individual connections and rights to the country and their connections with each other are known through the Wandjina
and Wurnan Law. David Mowaljarlai has described “the culture which is the blood of this country, of Aboriginal groups,
of the ecology, of the land itself” as ‘pattern thinking’ and has compared this to the ‘triangle thinking’ of Western
civilisation. The Wurnan is the Law of the land encompassing a sharing system of relationships in which everybody
gives and receives. In the land there is power where the images in the rock and the paintings in the cave are sacred
places that give the people energy. The symbols in landscape and energy patterns within the land are all recorded and
this comprises the sacred Law which has been handed down through the Wandjina over tens of thousands of years.
Conversely, ‘triangle thinkers’ (non Aboriginal people) believed that nobody owned the land before their arrival in
Australia and so they proceeded to put in place rules about ownership of the land, the waters, under the ground, and the
people. They shifted ‘pattern’ people out of their traditional living and land into segregated areas where they could be
more easily managed under ‘triangle’ rules.
Pattern thinking is ‘Aboriginal way’; triangle thinking is ‘Western way’. Patterns are about belonging. Nothing is separate
from anything else. The land is not separate from nature, people, the heavens, ancient stories. Everything belongs in
the pattern. No ownership exists in pattern thinking - only ‘belonging.’
In contrast triangle thinking always involves a ‘big boss’ and other bosses who have power over people down the
triangle. Triangle thinking separates everything into layers of power and administration. ‘Ownership’ is a triangle concept
involving ‘rulership’ by the owner. Triangles are separate from each other and separate from patterns. ‘Belonging’
cannot fit into triangle thinking.
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David Mowaljarlai decided the Ngarinyin should gift their Law and culture to the Australian people with the philosophy
that “by energising a line across Australia we will heal the whole country”. He created Bush University, which operates
north of Derby in the Kimberley region, in 1997 as a way of co-cultural learning and community understanding of his
people. It provided a venue for others to learn from Aboriginal culture and traditions. David Mowaljarlai died shortly after
its establishment.
In late 2002 a chance meeting took place between Kathy Charlesworth, a long standing advocate on social justice
issues for the Ngarinyin people in the Kimberley region of Western Australia and Sciona Browne, an entrepreneur,
director of a Perth-based venture capital company and soon-to-be member of the Zonta Club of Perth Inc.
Through a mutual interest in advancing the status of indigenous communities and ‘individuals of influence’ within those
communities, a friendship was struck between Charlesworth and Browne. This bond formed the basis of a decision to
work together to promote the cause of four Ngarinyin communities along the Gibb River Road - Imintji (Mount House
Station), Kupungarri (Mount Barnett Station), Ngallagunda (Gibb River Station) and Dodnun (Mount Elizabeth Station).
In 2002, the prevailing social structure within the communities was in a state of flux. The traditional power base was
shifting and as opposed to the more traditional male dominated leadership structure, senior law women emerged in
major decision-making roles. In many instances the social order of the communities was disrupted and family
relationships adversely affected by entrenched alcohol abuse and, to a lesser extent, marijuana use. These issues were
not restricted to males within the communities, however, the detrimental effect was significantly compounded where it
involved men in positions of power.
Throughout early 2003 Charlesworth shared with Browne her knowledge of the Ngarinyin communities and aspects of
their culture. Browne developed commercially based business ideas with a view to improving the economic status of the
communities. Mutual trust developed. Charlesworth discussed with the Ngarinyin women possible collaboration on
projects to support them and their communities, particularly to improve conditions for their children and grandchildren.
In April 2003 Browne became a member of the Zonta Club of Perth Inc. and promoted the possibility of working with the
Ngarinyin women, to make a difference to their respective communities and in a broader context, members of the wider
Australian community. Background briefings took place and it was agreed that volunteer members from the Club, in
company with Charlesworth, would travel to the Kimberley to meet the Ngarinyin women from Kupungarri and
Ngallagunda.
From face-to-face discussions in August 2003 with the senior law women of the Ngarinyin, Charlesworth determined
that their most pressing concern was their strong desire to provide a safe, healthy and secure future for their children
and grandchildren.
The initial visit by Zonta Club of Perth members to Ngarinyin lands provided an opportunity to meet and explore
collaboration, particularly where it related to business opportunities and health and education initiatives.
In June 2004, eleven city-based Zonta Club of Perth members travelled to the Kimberley region to meet with the senior
Ngarinyin law women. Initially, the two groups relied on the intercession of Charlesworth to ensure that protocols of the
cultures were observed. However, slowly the women became more relaxed in their dealings. The club newsletter
described the experience: ”We were able to shake off the pace of the city and appreciate just sharing space and time
with these magnificent shy women.... we shared stories, listened, talked and learned. Even though we come from
different cultures our concerns are similar - we all work in our own ways to make the world a kinder place to be in.”
(Theobald, 2004, p2). It went on to say “A few people camped on the other side of the road, but most rattled through the
country unaware of the cultural riches of the area. This was probably just as well - our new friends told us sad stories of
rock art paintings being cut away from the rocks and skulls being removed from burial sites to add to private collections
around the world. They are desperate to find effective ways of protecting these sacred places from vandalism. It was
hard to imagine vandalism existed in such a remote, beautiful location!”
Towards the end of the visit, the two groups sat as one next to the Gibb River and talked about the future.
This was a meeting of equals where collaborative efforts were explored. What eventually evolved, and underpinned the
association, was a deep and genuine friendship between the two groups. This effectively represented the coming
together of the two ‘families’ of women.
Browne developed a license fee and royalty based business model that incorporated the use of culturally appropriate
symbols and Ngarinyin language words to promote various products developed by commercial enterprises. The model
involved the payment of an annual license fee for the use of Ngarinyin intellectual property (images and words) and an
on-going royalty fee for sales of product carrying the intellectual property.
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A relationship was established with a commercial start-up company developing a ‘natural’ (emu and sandalwood oil
based) cosmetic product range.
The company embraced the strategy and entered into early stage negotiations, recognising the opportunity both in
terms of marketing up-side given the strong global interest in Australian indigenous art and culture, and in terms of
being seen as ‘good corporate citizens.’ Unfortunately an off-shore take-over bid resulted in key technical and
commercial players moving across to a more established competitor, resulting in the collapse of the start-up company.
The underlying business model remains sound and is being replicated by other commercial groups working with
indigenous communities. The model continues to be explored by the Ngarinyin / Zonta Club of Perth group; with more
time and due diligence currently being expended to find the right commercial partner.
Typically Aboriginal business ventures (collective and individual) involve the production and sale of art. One in seven
Aborigines in the Northern Territory for example, receives income as an artist. Individual artists, like all artists
irrespective of race, receive payment for their work on a piece-by-piece basis. Remuneration from painting sales in the
early period, before reputations are established, is low. Even after an artist becomes well known and his/her work is
sought after, the initial price of their work and therefore their financial return, remains low compared to compounding
higher prices repeated through sales via art collectors and galleries. This is especially noticeable when the artist is
deceased and their art is deemed more valuable. Any financial benefit to the artist therefore is primarily initial, and does
not (usually) compound over time and/or necessarily with subsequent sales.
Despite the initial set-back with the license and royalty based business model, the friendship formed between the
Ngarinyin women and the Zonta Club of Perth provided solutions to a series of problems facing the Kupungarri and
Ngallagunda communities using other strategies. This can be illustrated by the following example.

THE ‘WHITE ANGEL’ AND BEYOND
In October 2005 approaching annual monsoon rains, which typically flood rivers and cut community access to each
other and to major towns, were imminent. The nearest provisions store for the Ngallagunda community is two hours’
travel through often impassable rivers. The community of 70 people had two vehicles: a two wheel drive incapable of
crossing rivers and an old, unreliable four wheel drive (4WD) vehicle. This effectively rendered the Ngallagunda people
unable to move freely within their country to collect ‘bush tucker’ (food) during the ‘wet’ season, nor could they take their
young men and women to sacred sites for ‘Law Business’.
In previous years individuals and family members tended to relocate to Derby, leaving their traditional lands and homes
before the ‘rainy season’ set in, in order to obtain regular food and supplies. In Derby, access to alcohol and drugs is
more readily available and the Ngarinyin who succumb, often compromise not only their own health and safety but also
that of their families’ and friends’.
Yvonne Burgu, a senior law woman of the Ngallagunda community, shared her concerns about the situation with Kathy
Charlesworth, who was visiting from Perth. They sat under a tree and agreed they had ‘better stop whinging and do
something about it’. Charlesworth devised a plan for Burgu to hold an art exhibition to raise funds to buy a second-hand
4WD vehicle to keep the community together at Ngallagunda during the wet season.
Burgu, her nine year old granddaughter Rebecca Wunggundun, and Charlesworth traveled from the Kimberley to Perth.
Burgu had taken cultural leave from her normal community office cleaning duties as a recipient of the Community
Development Employment Projects (CDEP) scheme. Working from a meagre weekly budget she purchased high quality
paints and canvasses. Charlesworth contributed her rent money towards petrol for the journey and hosted Burgu at her
small flat in Fremantle. Burgu worked frenetically painting a series of fourteen artworks over four weeks, all the while
keeping an ear on the weather reports as the rainy season approached.
Like others in the Law, Burgu depicted stories from her own spiritual heritage, handed down from generation to
generation and held by her family in custody for all Ngallagunda. Consultation with family members and senior law men
took place and permission was granted for the stories to be painted on canvass. The Ngallagunda and Wanalirri stories
‘belong’ exclusively to Burgu and her family line and can only be spoken about and reproduced by them.
Already an internationally recognised artist, with her work hanging in the United Nations in Geneva and the Australian
Embassy in Paris, Burgu had never held a solo exhibition. She was reassured daily by Charlesworth, Browne and
Theobald (a member of the Zonta Club of Perth), all of whom expressed confidence in her obvious talent and ability.
While Burgu painted, members of the Zonta Club of Perth and the well-known West Australian historian, Dr Mary Anne
Jebb, provided support and assistance. Using family and business contacts, prominent art exhibition space was
donated. Charlesworth used her journalism contacts to secure a feature story in the Fremantle Gazette, followed by a
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half-page article and accompanying photographs in the West Australian newspaper. This mainstream press highlighted
the plight of the Ngallagunda community, in particular Burgu’s efforts to raise money to purchase a 4WD vehicle and
inspire her community.
Zonta Club of Perth members rallied to help Burgu and Charlesworth and used their combined talents to good effect.
Carole Theobald photographed the paintings and produced electronic flyers, posters and programs to promote the
exhibition as well as posters for the gallery, business cards for Burgu and portfolios of her work. Sponsors were sourced
by Browne and Zonta Club of Perth members and their families and sponsoring companies advertised the exhibition
through their own networks and donated cash and refreshments for the launch. Browne provided financial management
support and facilitated the sale of the paintings and advised Burgu on budget and tax issues.
Dr Mary Anne Jebb, under the direction of Burgu, translated Ngarinyin culture and stories about the paintings to text.
The stories behind each picture were displayed alongside the paintings and on Certificates of Authenticity for the
purchasers. Advice was sought from Edith Cowan University on the best way to display the paintings and Zonta Club of
Perth members helped prepare the exhibition with photographic displays of the Club’s visit to the Kimberley region. The
‘feel good’ factor was very high – people genuinely wanted to help and thoroughly enjoyed the experience.
The culmination of this collective goodwill and effort, in particular the work and commitment of Yvonne Burgu, took place
in Perth on Friday 28th October 2005, with the official launch of the ‘Wandjina Cave to City Art Exhibition – Yvonne’s
story’. The opening was presided over by respected Noongar artist Phil Narkle, who welcomed Burgu to his land in the
traditions of his people. Dr Mary Anne Jebb related the Ngallagunda and Wanalirri stories behind the paintings to the
public.
Also in attendance were young school girl relatives of Burgu who boarded at St Brigid’s College in Perth accompanied
by Sister Frances, herself a former teacher at the Ngallagunda community for many years. Sister Frances engaged the
audience with stories of her time in the Kimberley and of her enduring friendship with the artist.
Burgu’s paintings were well received. Sale of her works raised close to $40,000. In keeping with traditional Ngarinyin
law, buyers of the paintings were invited to collect their paintings at a special smoking ceremony. In the Kimberley it is
customary for non-custodial visitors to be ‘sung in’ and ‘smoked out’ of sacred areas. The transposition of sacred
images onto canvass still required, in the Law system of the Ngarinyin, that Burgu conduct a smoking ceremony.
After the success of the exhibition, Browne sourced and negotiated on generous terms the purchase of a 4WD Hilux
from an auto wholesaler in Fremantle. The vehicle came complete with dust covers and a ‘snorkel’ (raised exhaust pipe)
to allow access across flooded roads and through river crossings. Burgu oversaw the negotiations and purchase of the
vehicle and other details, such as the procurement of insurance and vehicle registration. It was a dignified process for
all parties – it was a mutual teaching and learning experience befitting of the friendship formed. The white Hilux 4WD
was aptly christened by Burgu’s granddaughter, Rebecca Wunggundun, the ‘White Angel’.
During the week following the exhibition, Zonta Club of Perth members collected clothes and household items for the
Ngallangunda and Kupungarri communities and food was purchased in Derby from the remaining funds raised by the
art exhibition.
When Yvonne, Rebecca and Kathy returned to the Ngallagunda and Kupungarri communities, they delivered not only a
vehicle – a valuable and much-needed resource – but hope for the future of communities struggling to overcome
problems entrenched by socio-geographic and cultural issues. The White Angel had become a tangible symbol of what
can be achieved in genuine partnership based on trust and friendship.
Burgu returned to her community with enhanced leadership status, with a great sense of personal satisfaction and pride,
and with a major asset - not just in material terms but a means by which the Ngallagunda and Kupungarri communities
were able to remain on their lands over the wet season. The availability of reliable transport meant the community
continued to partake in traditional ceremonies at sacred sites, go hunting for traditional foods and it was also a means to
harvest the internationally sought after Kimberley wild ‘green plum’ (Gubbage) which is a very high source of Vitamin C.
The Community Nurse at Ngallagunda has reported improved health in community members and a more cohesive
community overall. Individual family members have tended to stay connected and together and alcohol abuse has been
reduced.
The ‘White Angel’ has been requisitioned on several occasions by the Community Nurse to attend to sick Ngarinyin in
out-lying communities. While not required yet in a true medical emergency, this situation nonetheless, remains a distinct
possibility. Yvonne and Kathy’s courage inspired those around them. They basically put every cent they had on the line
for the exhibition and would not have had the money for the petrol home if it had failed. For Yvonne in particular, this
was an immense growth period. Those around her could see not only her artistic talent, but also her leadership
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potential had blossomed. In addition to mentoring, Zonta Club of Perth members provided business skills, logistical
support and access to their commercial and personal networks.
KATHY CHARLESWORTH REFLECTED:
“What the future holds for the ‘White Angel’ is our lesson in trust and letting go of any attachment to the outcome. There
is one thing for sure, out there a handful of very lucky people are enjoying a painting of worth and Yvonne’s future as an
artist of note will continue to grow alongside her level of leadership within her community.”
From Burgu’s perspective, she commented that in working together with ‘Zonta mob’ it is the first time she hadn’t been
“bossed over” by ‘Gardia’ (‘whitefellas’). English is Burgu’s second language and her literacy skills elementary. The
bond of extreme trust afforded by both parties enabled her to have a safe journey out of the welfare model and
prompted Burgu’s summary comment, “I am free now, to really help my people”.
The Zonta Club of Perth members have continued to build their relationship with the Ngarinyin in general; extending
their knowledge of traditional Ngarinyin law (women’s business); increasing their status within the Ngarinyin
communities (demonstrating their willingness to ‘walk the talk’) and benefiting from the deepening friendship. The
experience has renewed confidence that the relationship is valuable to both parties and the geographical distance
between Zonta Club of Perth members (residing in Perth) and Ngarinyin community members (residing in the Kimberley
region of WA) can be managed and overcome when necessary.
A return trip has already been planned. Later this year, female members of the Ngarinyin communities, led by
Munnumburra women, will travel the 4,000 kilometres south to Perth in the 4WD drive vehicle to visit Zonta friends and
be inducted into ‘Zonta mob’ law and culture.

THE ALLIANCE IN THE SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP CONTEXT
Bornstein’s comment (2004), quoted at the beginning of this paper is apposite here "Social entrepreneurs identify
resources where people only see problems. They view the villagers as the solution, not the passive beneficiary. They
begin with the assumption of competence and unleash resources in the communities they're serving."
In this case, the breakthrough in social entrepreneurship occurred when Charlesworth suggested Burgu hold a solo art
exhibition. She had the vision to see beyond the problems, to how Burgu’s talents could be used to overcome them (that
is, through the purchase of a four wheel drive vehicle). They shared this vision with another social entrepreneur,
Browne, who subsequently enrolled others. The end result was the Ngarinyin ‘villagers’ and members from the Zonta
Club of Perth actively participated in the art exhibition process unleashing potential resources not only from Burgu and
the Zonta Club of Perth team but also the wider community through families, sponsors, journalists, purchasers and
visitors to the exhibition.
The integration of the combined energy fields suggested by Thompson et al (2002); social, aesthetic, environmental and
financial capital is clearly seen here. The social capital harnessed during the exhibition process brought together the
Zonta Club of Perth ‘family’ and the Ngarinyin law women with a ‘flow-on’ effect to the wider community. The
magnificent artwork itself was a measure of aesthetic capital as was the sharing of cultures, the recounting of stories at
the launch and the warm ‘feel good’ spirit shared by all those involved. The Kimberley environment was reflected in the
symbols of that land by an artist from that land. Through the smoking ceremonies people in the city who purchased the
artworks were brought closer to the Kimberley environment. The financial capital helped to, not only purchase a vehicle
to sustain the Ngarinyin people during the wet season, but also to protect and maintain the culture.
If we consider the ‘White Angel’ example using the Craig and Lindsay (2002) extension of Timmons (1999) model, we
connect the following driving forces of entrepreneurship: the entrepreneurial team of Yvonne Burgu, Kathy Charlesworth
and Sciona Browne; the opportunity of holding an art exhibition to fund the purchase of a vehicle before the wet season
to enable the community to access food and remove the need to move to Derby; and the resources of artistic talent,
vision and organisational skills, to which family represented by a board of directors or in this case, the Zonta Club of
Perth, was added. Burgu’s immediate and extended family (especially community elders) and her non Zonta Club of
Perth friends (Sister Francis and Dr Mary Anne Jebb for example) provided cultural permissions, advice and emotional
support and are included as part of the ‘board of directors’ concept.
In summary, the team comprising representatives of Zonta Club of Perth and of the Ngarinyin, jointly identified the
problem and opportunity and the resources provided by the two families (Zonta Club of Perth and the Ngarinyin)
combined to create a synergistic and successful solution.
The collaborative efforts are the hallmark of this example of social entrepreneurship. Social capital is a combined
resource for the two groups; aesthetic capital is contributed by the Ngarinyin, environmental capital is a joint
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responsibility, and Zonta Club of Perth members worked to mobilise the financial capital in conjunction with the
Ngarinyin.
If we reflect on this using the distinction between two parts of social capital suggested by De Carolis and Saporito
(2006) there are two bonding groups, the Ngarinyin women and the Zonta Club of Perth group. Their connection formed
a ‘bridge’ and their joint endeavours produced practical outcomes for the community. The Zonta Club of Perth members
are friends that can help with paperwork, source clothes for communities and advocate on the women’s behalf. In
return the Ngarinyin women provide inspiration to their Zonta Club of Perth friends by sharing their art, care for their
communities, culture and connectedness with their land. The groups now meet as sisters and help each other as
friends.
This is a partnership model of social entrepreneurship worthy of wider interest.
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Appendix. Contributors
Zonta Club of Perth Inc member-contributors:
Sciona Browne
Carole Theobald
Karen Groves
Judy Tennant
Margaret Giles
Lennie McCall
Margaret Medcalf
Freda Jacob
Marlene O’Meara
Lyn McArthur
Wendy MacGibbon
Other (non-Zonta) contributors:
Kathy Charlesworth (Ngarinyin-Zonta facilitator)
Jaquie Porter (Braincells – strategic marketing advisor)
Dr Mary Anne Jebb (Consultant Historian)
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Angela Fisher (Community Nurse formally at Mt Barnett)
Mary Jane Lynch (Community Nurse Gibb River)
Sister Francis (school teacher-nun Gibb River)
Ngarinyin Munnumburra (senior law women):
Pansy Nulgit
Yvonne Burgu
Maudie White
Lucy Ward
Gilgie Morungu
Kitty Jangoot (deceased)
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Return to Gibb River
Carole Theobald
In mid June, seven members of the Zonta
Club of Perth made a ‘return’ visit to the
Kimberley to visit our Ngarinyin friends.
Five travelled into Ngarinyin country and
two met the group at Derby for the
Mowanjum Festival. This is Carole’s story
of their Kimberley ‘adventure’.
For Glen, Carole and Mary, it was an early
start to catch the 5.30am OzJet flight to
Derby. Great flight, lovely leather seats,
good breakfast and loads of legroom.
Definitely a flight for large, hungry mine
workers!
At Derby we were met by Sciona and Fiona
who had spent 3 days driving up from
Perth. They had hired a four wheel drive
Landcruiser (brand new only 34km on the
clock) and camper trailer in Broome and
camped at the Curtin Airport gates so they
were all ready to meet our flight at 8am!
We stopped off to see the amazing boab
prison tree where prisoners were held
within its trunk—a stark reminder of the
frontier history of the region.

Camping with friends on the Gibb River with the White
Angel ute behind us...

on to Gibb River. This would give us an extra
day with our Ngarinyin friends.
Arrangements were made to meet up with
Yvonne Burgu and Kathy Charlesworth at Mt
Barnett at 4pm—a journey of 355km over
unsealed roads and through rivers without
bridges.

Our next stop was the supermarket. How
do you cater for an unknown number for a
week with only a tiny Engel fridge? Carole
had worked out a shopping list and handed
sheets to Glen and Mary so three overfilled
trolleys of shelf stable food, root vegetables
and sturdy fruits met at the checkout!

The Gibb River Road had been closed during the
previous week as the weather had been
unseasonally wet (and cold) . Luckily, the rain
had stopped, the sun was shining, the roads were
drying out and we were among the first vehicles
to make the journey when the roads were
opened.

Somehow, we managed to fit the food into
the trailer and car—there was not an inch to
spare! The car was very comfortable with
loads of room for the five of us.

There was evidence of the recent rains with foot
deep furrows of mud in places. Sciona, who did
all the driving, made a superb job of weaving her
way around the muddy obstacles, around stray
cattle and through the flowing rivers, negotiating
the river banks with care.

We decided not to stay at Birdwood Downs
Station near Derby that night, but to press

It was reassuring to have an ‘Australian Survivor,
test pilot’ as the chauffeur. Needless to say, we
put Sciona in charge of engineering and for most
of the trip she had a wrench in one hand!
The Kimberley scenery is magnificent and at the
‘jump ups’ we could see for miles.
At Imitji we treated ourselves to an ice cream and
admired the health posters on the door as they
had simple messages and were adorned with
Aboriginal art work.
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Gibb River continued...
Outside Mt Barnett, we met up with the
White Angel (the Toyota Hilux ute,

around like shadows. They are very
sweet dogs and Narny looks like an Ewok.
It turns out that Fiona is a bit of a ‘dog
magnet’ and was always surrounded by

dogs and looking after their welfare.
There are many other dogs in the Gibb
River community and in the night we
could hear them yowling and sniffing
around the new smells of the trailer and
car! We had very little sleep that night...

purchased from the proceeds of Yvonne’s
Art Exhibition in 2005 that our Club helped
to stage). Yvonne and Kathy got out and
gave us a very warm welcome. They
were out collecting wood and we arranged
to top up with fuel at Mt Barnett and meet
them at a nearby river crossing.
After topping up with fuel ($1.96/litre) we
went to the river and waited.. We gathered
some wood and waited some more… In
the end we decided to press on and met
the White Angel coming the other way—
they were waiting on the other side of the
river around the bend!
It is about 60km from Mt Barnett to Gibb
River Station and we pulled into Yvonne’s
garden just as the sun was setting…
Yvonne lit a fire outside her house and we
sat down to a tea of toasted sandwiches
(jaffles) cooked on jaffle irons in the coals
that we shared with Yvonne, Kathy,
Rachel (Yvonne’s daughter) and the
grandchildren Becky Boo, Daniel, Jacob
and Kimicha.

We emerged from the trailer (Glen and
Carole still in their sleeping bags) to the
smell of porridge and jaffles. Sciona and
Fiona soon became the breakfast
specialists, feeding all the children before
we emerged from the trailer!

Sciona had sourced 100 fishing lines from
Eric Gladston the owner of Gus Veness
Fishing and Sport in Sydney who gave us
a great deal, paid for their transport to
Perth and threw in extra hooks!
The fishing lines were paid for by Pat
Johnson, a kind American Zontian from
California, who we met at the International
Convention in Melbourne last year.
If only she could have seen the
excitement on the children’s faces as we
opened the box at the Wanalirri Catholic
Primary School, a lovely small school,
located at the entrance to the community.

In the daylight, we took the opportunity of
reloading the trailer, in the hope that we
would be able to find things more
easily...we all got bruises during the week
from climbing over the towball, gas bottles
and jerry can holders to delve into the
food locker!
In the daylight, we could take stock of the
Gibb River community. It consists of
about twenty houses, all made of tin. It is
quite pretty and green after the recent
rains. The houses are built in a loop
around the nursing post, community store
and child care centre.
Yvonne’s house has traditional Kimberley

We were so tired, but luckily the camper
trailer was easy to open. Mary, Carole
and Glen settled into their sleeping bags
inside the trailer, while Sciona and Fiona
decided to sleep out in their swags.
Yvonne has three small chihuahuas:
Lobo, Narny and Tidder that follow her

pride of place in the laundry area. The
solar hot water system is waiting repair, so
we washed in cold water—good practice
for the days ahead in the bush!

breezeways, with the walls of bedroom
and store folding back to close off the
breezeways in bad weather. However,
there is very little privacy, with only one
closeable room that is used as a bedroom.
Everyone sleeps on the floor on their
mattresses with doonas over them. The
kitchen is very dark, has only one cold tap,
and a wood burning stove. However, the
stove is rarely used as the family prefers
to gather round the outside fire, in the sun.
The ‘wet areas’ are behind the house with
the well used washing machine taking
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Usually, the children are lucky to get a few
minutes fishing with their parents’ lines, so
to have their own lines was a big event.
Each child chose their preferred colour
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Gibb River continued...

We also took the opportunity to get the
bumper bar fixed on the White Angel—it
had come loose when we were collecting
wood on the rough tracks near
Munggaray. It was apparently welded
with Maudie refusing to move out of the
vehicle!

and we carefully wrote their name on the
lines using a permanent marker pen. The
Principal, Steve and teacher Jeanette
showed us around the school building. It
is very well equipped with internet access
and a library.
The school office has a couple of
computers in it that they have used to
teach local community members how to
do their internet banking. Remember, it is
a 600km round trip to the nearest bank!
Jeanette came to a recent meeting at our
Club. She has taught in many remote
communities, as well as in China, so it
was lovely to meet up with her again.
The children were on their morning break
and it was great to see them all playing
cricket and basketball.
We returned to Yvonne’s house and
loaded up the vehicles and drove about
40km to Munggaray—a lovely fishing spot
that Yvonne had taken some of us to on
our last visit to the Kimberley in 2004.

action in the kitchen and produced a pasta
based meal that we ate around the
campfire with baked potatoes. Darkness
descends quickly in the Kimberley and we
soon learned that when the sun sets,
everyone goes to bed! So we were all in
bed by 7pm.
In the morning Kathy and Rachel left in
the White Angel to collect the older
children from school, so they could join
the camp. In addition, Yvonne’s brother
Alfie and his wife Nancy joined us with the
children they were currently ‘growing-up’.
Alfie and Nancy are an amazing couple.
They had a load of children with them,
many of whom came from Kalumburu.
The children were wonderful—full of
beans and big smiles.
The party had now grown to about 30
people! (We hoped the food supplies
would last!)

The river is crystal clear and has a sandy
shore. There are two small waterfalls
nearby that create a natural swimming
hole and washing area.
The site can only be accessed using a
4x4, so before the White Angel, Yvonne’s
family could not access it easily.
When you set up camp in the Kimberley,
the first job is to collect wood. There were
12 of us camping at this time including
Maudie, Yvonne’s octogenarian mother.
There was no way that Maudie was going
to miss out on this adventure!
The camper trailer had a pull out double
gas burner and sink that was nicknamed
the ‘dolly kitchen’ as it was like cooking in
a doll’s house.
The ‘kitchen quartet’ consisting of Fiona,
Glen, Mary and Carole, soon got into

Alfie suggested we spend the night at the
nearby Miner’s pool—a campsite only
about 5km from Drysdale. On the way
there was great excitement as Alfie shot
and wounded a bush turkey. The children
jumped out of the cars to retrieve it! It’s
neck was wrung and it travelled among
the children in Alfie’s car.
Miner’s Pool is sited among trees next to a
body of water that can only be accessed
through the biggest mud patch you have
ever seen. There is no tapped water on
site, so you have to collect water from the
waterhole.
We sent the children with buckets and
bowls to collect the water and it was the
funniest sight to see. The children were
up to their knees in white mud carrying
buckets that were half their size. The grim
determination on their faces meant that
they got as much as they could. A couple
fell on the return journey, emptying out
some of the water—they tried so hard.
Carole watched Nancy prepare the bush
turkey, taking special note of how it was
plucked, singed and gutted. Nancy used

Alfie and Yvonne needed to talk to the
owners of the nearby Drysdale Station, so
we packed up the camp and drove the
40km up the track. Drysdale has a small
shop, fuel station, bar and camping site.
At Drysdale, we tried to keep the children
entertained, so the adults could have
peace for their talks. We tried to think of
games where the children could run
around and ended up having an amazing
relay race with two teams moving a pile of
wood from one end of the lawn to the
other. Of course, this did not tire the
children—just us!

young branches as a plate and Carole
was very impressed how she turned the
branches over so that the cooked meat
would not touch raw meat residue.
While Carole watched the turkey cooking,
the rest of the Zonta mob set to in the
dolly kitchen and produced a magnificent
stew for 30. The children were so polite,
with plenty of ‘pleases’ and ‘thank yous’.
We had bought some plastic plates, bowls
and cutlery in our shopping expedition,
and were grateful we had put the extra
pack of teaspoons in. Everyone had a
spoon or a fork to eat with—and strict
instructions not to lose them!
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Gibb River continued...
It was a cold night, so we erected Carole’s
tent for Maudie to use. Of course, many
others went into the tent with Maudie, to
help keep her warm!
We had a slight problem with the camper
trailer. One of the screws to tighten the
roof sheared that meant we would not be
able to lower the roof in the morning. Our
engineer, Sciona, slept on the problem….
There was a wild bull roaming round the
camp site. That night, when Carole, Mary
and Glen went to use one of the drop
toilets, the smell emanating from it was so
foul, they decided to use bushes instead.
Under the full moon, we discussed actions
to take should the bull be attracted by our
luminescent behinds!

We followed Alfie to the turn off to Donkey
Creek. There had been problems about
access to this site and these had been
resolved with the owner of Drysdale
Station. Nancy was quite emotional as we
approached the gate to Donkey Creek as,
for the first time, she could have
unrestricted access to her traditional
lands.
Nancy and Yvonne led us through the
long grass to the Donkey Creek rocks
where Yvonne called up the spirits and
Nancy talked to them. They explained
that the spirits need to know who is
coming and reassured that the visitors
mean no harm. They collected special
leaves for the important smoking
ceremony that cleansed us of spirits

There was little sleep that night, what with
the bull bellowing and the children
excitedly chatting.

In the evening the kitchen quartet started
to make tuna patties and soon the ‘sea of
hands’ appeared to help. Glen became
the TV chef explaining each step of
preparation. There were potatoes and
sweet potatoes boiling together, that were
mashed with spoons in the Dutch oven.
Tinned tuna and beaten egg were mixed
in, handfuls moulded into shape and
dipped in flour before frying. The young
mothers and children were mesmerised!
Meanwhile, Yvonne and Kathy made an
enormous damper using a Dutch oven
buried in the campfire. We spent a lovely
time talking into the night (well 7.30pm)
before retiring with tummies full of fresh
damper.

The following morning, Fiona made her
famous porridge with raisins and the
children lined up with their bowls like
something out of Oliver Twist !

On the first of July, Carole and Glen were
treated to porridge, damper and tea in bed
by Mary and Fiona. What a treat!
Bathing at the site was undertaken in the
river and we would go upstream, away
from the children, with our bars of natural
soap in hand. There is nothing quite like
that feeling of swimming ‘au natural’ in
pristine waters. The only problem is the
soap gets slippy and has to be retrieved
from the silty river floor. Carole made a
soap on a rope to overcome this problem.

Sciona had figured out a way of chiselling
out the errant screw so we were able to
dismantle the trailer tent…For a while, we
thought we may have to stay for ever!
We packed up the camp and popped
back to Drysdale Station to fill up the
water tank on the camper trailer. Fuel at
Drysdale is $2/litre. We also dropped off
the rubbish at the Drysdale rubbish dump.

before leaving the site.
At Donkey Creek there is an amazing
collection of Wandjina painted on the side
of the rock. The ochre paintings are
estimated to be over 10,000 years old with
some older Gwion Gwion paintings among
them possibly being twice this age. We
took many photos of Nancy and her family
by the Wandjina.

There was a constant stream of minor
injuries that Nurse Glen dealt with during
each day.

We drove back to Munggaray and set up
camp. We erected the tent near the fire
and named it the ‘Maudie House’.
We spent a lovely afternoon walking by
the river, fishing with the children (untying
lines) and watching the birds.
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In the mornings, Sciona would sort out the
hot water, keeping the ‘dolly kitchen’
supplied with billies of water heated on the
camp fire. To save our drinking water,
she collected water from the river for
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Gibb River continued...
making tea and washing up. It was one
continuous round.
The pace of life at Munggaray was
tranquil. The women washed themselves
and their clothes in the waterhole—the

It was quite hot, so we were happy to
plunge into the pools near our campsite
and sit under the waterfalls to cool down a
la ‘Calendar Girls’.
Under the moonlight we returned to the
campfire (that Kathy had lit) and spent a
lovely evening nibbling on cheese,
crackers, nuts and smoked oysters
accompanied sharing stories by the camp
fire.

were awed by the paintings and they
brought back memories of Yvonne’s Art
Exhibition. There were hundreds of snake
heads painted on the rock and the lovely
snake curled around the child. Among
them were Wandjina and frogs that
seemed to crawl into the rock.
We just sat together, absorbed the
atmosphere and contemplated the people
from long ago who had created these
images.

On the Monday morning (2nd July) we
struck camp slowly and went to the river
for a final swim. It was so sad to leave
this beautiful site. We took special care to
replace the ‘no entry’ sign over the track
so that this private place could not be
used by tourists.
children knowing to keep away until it was
their turn! Even the dogs were washed.
Seeing Fiona wash Nancy’s back was a
sign of the trust and closeness that
developed between us all.
Clothes soon dried on the rocks near the
site.—the Kimberley laundry!

Time was getting on and we needed to get
back to Gibb River for a meeting with John
Pearson, the station’s amiable Project
Officer.

After lunch the Zontians and Kathy were
deserted as Alfie and Nancy and Yvonne’s
families returned to Gibb River. The next
day was a school day, so they needed to
get the children back home.

We reluctantly left the paintings and
started the long walk home. We rested
half way under some trees and watched a
light plane fly overhead on its way to Gibb
River.

Yvonne had given us permission to walk
to Crocodile Rock that was a couple of
kms away. Sciona and Carole had been
before and were very pleased when they
found the rock! Luckily it is located near
the river so we only had to follow the river
to opposite the campsite we stayed at in
2004 to find it. The walk by the river was
beautiful and shady.

We returned to Gibb River about lunch
time. Today was a very special day as
Nancy and Yvonne had decided to take us
to see Ngallangunda—the rocks and
paintings that form the inspiration for
Yvonne’s paintings. The paintings are on
the station and not easily accessible. We
drove as close as we could and walked
the rest of the way.
It was a warm, sunny day and we followed
Nancy and Yvonne through streams and
over rocks. We kept saying ‘is it much
further’ and Yvonne kept saying, ‘not far’
and we would walk another kilometre. I
would hate to go on a long journey with
Yvonne!
The journey was worth the effort. We

Crocodile Rock is crocodile shaped and
houses a number of crocodile paintings.
A nearby rock has paintings of Wandjina
and owls on it—representative of the story
of Dhumbi the Owl that is a famous
Ngarinyin story.

The Gibb River station is in the middle of
its muster—a time when all the stray cattle
are rounded up on horseback and taken in
trucks to Wyndham. The muster was held
up because of the bad weather and now it
is a race against time to complete it. We
had been asked to count any cattle we
saw as well as any donkeys. We counted
24 cattle and 1 donkey!
We all crammed into one car for the return
journey to the community, driving very
slowly and carefully to John’s house.
The meeting was to see what we could do
to help Nancy retrieve her dead brother’s
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Gibb River continued...
paintings from an art dealer. This was
advocacy at its best. We were able to
read through various letters and help
develop a simple course of action for
Nancy to take with support from John. We
were impressed by the commitment
shown by John, Alfie, Nancy and Yvonne
to get the community off welfare and be
self sufficient.

He was hopeful that a truck would arrive
later that day. The nursing post and store
are under the same roof and both have
computers and internet connections.

communities with entry closely monitored.
During her chat with the elders they said
that the children also love to get
basketballs and Aussie rules footballs.

It was dark by time we left John’s house
and we made an easy quick tea of beans
and chipolatas followed by bread and jam.
That night the 5 of us squeezed into the
camper trailer as it was so cold and damp
outside.
We spent the next morning catching up
with Mary Jane who showed us around
the nursing post and with John in the
store.

There is a lovely playgroup building near
the nursing post. We discussed ways that
we could help build up the playgroup and
provide training to the workers in it.
Currently they are all volunteers, but there
may be an opportunity to do on line child
care training here, perhaps with the
incentive of future paid employment.
Sadly, we had to pack up once more, and
leave this community where we had been
accepted as friends and ‘aunties’.
We started our long trip back to Derby
with a stop at Kupangarri Primary School
at Mt Barnett. The Principal, Jarrad,
received us well and arranged all the
children on the school steps to receive
their fishing lines.

John explained that stocks were low
as the recent rains had blocked the roads.
We introduced ourselves with the children
saying ‘good morning’ and repeating our
names. The school was preparing for an
International day the next day and they
were learning about Italian and Indonesian
food and languages for the event. One
young girl diligently counted to ten in
Italian. Mary spoke a few words of Italian
to the group and Carole a few words of
Indonesian.
On the way out, Sciona stopped at the
elders office for a chat. These are closed
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We went to Mt Barnett roadhouse for an
ice cream and noted 23 rigs were in the
car park (caravans, trailers, cars, trucks).
The Gibb River Road was busy again! On
the drive out to Gibb River we had
counted less than 20 cars coming the
other way—on the journey back there
were hundreds!
Apart from the traffic, the drive back was
lovely. The weather was fine and we
could watch the landscape change from
cattle country, through ranges, rocky
country and flat lands. We stopped for
lunch at a picnic site next to a stream and
sat under the trees reflecting on our
experiences so far.

In Derby we stopped at the IGA
supermarket to get some fruit but the
locks had seized on the trailer locker due
to the build up of dust in them. Sciona,
the engineer, went to get lubricants for the
locks, while Fiona went to get lubricant for
our throats.
We drove out to Birdwood Downs station
and were met by Brad and Robin. We
pitched the trailer just before dark near the
BBQ and tap...luxury. There was even a
warm shower!
As it was our last night with Glen, we
made a slap-up meal of cheeseboard and
dips followed by cauliflower cheese,
braised steak and onions and steamed
potatoes accompanied by wine.
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Our mobile phones were working so we
got in touch with our families and friends
to let them know we were OK.

airport and waved to Glen as she caught
her flight. We had not stayed to see the
plane off as Glen was quite sad and
insisted we leave!

makes a wonderful garden. We could see
many benefits of such a system at Gibb
River.
Late in the afternoon we returned to
Mowanjum. Yvonne had to stay in the car
as, since the death of her brother-in-law
last year, she was not allowed to be seen
by some Mowanjum-based family
members until ‘sorry business’ had been
completed.
Fiona and Carole took Becky Boo and JJ
around the small fairground that was next
to the festival. This is their equivalent of
the Royal Show, so the children were
highly excited as they went on the Super
Trooper whirligig and giant blow up slides.
They met up with their cousins and had a
wonderful time.

As we went to sleep in the trailer that night
we could hear the sounds of the horses
galloping in the adjacent paddock…
Over breakfast the following morning,
Robin Tredwell (station manager) came
and chatted with us. Robin has lived in
the Kimberley for years and is a horse
specialist lecturing at TAFE. We shared
about our experience at Gibb and she was
most interested to hear about the
mustering on horseback.
Glen had a plane to catch, but on the way
we dropped in to see Angela Fisher who is
a community nurse in Derby.
Glen chatted to her about a project that
would enable people to access funds for
incontinence pads. Angela was delighted
to hear about it (as Mary Jane had been in
Gibb River).

Mowanjum is a modern art centre,
currently surrounded by bright red dirt. It
will be wonderful when the gardens are
built. Preparations were underway for the
opening of the festival that night. We
spent quite a long time looking around the
art gallery that is famous for its Wandjina
images. We also saw boab nut carvings
for a competition to be judged by Mary
Anne Jebb later that day.
While we were at Mowanjum, Kathy and
Yvonne collected 38 boxes of clothes that
had been freighted up from St Catherine’s,
by Peter Zee and the super team from
Pacific Transport. It took two deliveries to
get them all to Birdwood Downs in the
White Angel.

We unloaded the boxes and had a
leisurely lunch under the boab trees,
watching lorikeets playing in the boughs
above us.
On our return from the airport we stopped
off at Diamonds and Pearls, a rather
upmarket café in Derby for a real coffee.

Meanwhile, the Birdwood mob were busy
preparing costumes and practising songs
for a Solomon Island head hunter dance…

We had arranged to meet Lennie and
Margaret at the Mowanjum Art Centre a
few kilometres out of Derby. When we
saw them there were big hugs all round.
They had apparently been out to the

Brad took a break from rehearsals to show
us around the succulent eco-garden that
has been built between the septic tanks
and leach drain. This helps reduce the
bacterial load on the leach drains and also

On the main stage, there was a full
program of traditional dancing, singing
and bands. The first night of the festival is
a family night, so many performers were
the young people from the various tribes.
It was great to see the young people in
traditional costume and the old people
sitting behind providing the songs and
music.

The team from Birdwood Downs
performed magnificently, with Eddie the
head-hunter. Afterwards they brought out
the eskies that contained our dinner and
we felt like queens eating our meal off
china in the middle of the audience!
We all returned to Birdwood Downs,
including Yvonne, Kathy, BeckyBoo and
JJ and went straight to bed.
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Gibb River continued...
In the morning we got up slowly and Kathy
showed us the photos she had taken to
date on her new (white) Macintosh
notebook computer!

We helped Yvonne and Pauline get ready
for the ceremony and we waited with
Penny Bidd (Yvonne’s neice) for other
family members to arrive.
Penny explained that the ceremony is
designed to bring Pauline and Yvonne
from darkness of grief back to the light.
It was an extremely moving ceremony.
Visitors collected items of clothing and
food, renewed their relationship with
Yvonne and went home. Yvonne was
visibly lifted after this emotional
experience, that had been hanging over
her for many months.

Sciona then got out the scissors and cut
off all of Yvonne’s hair and we went
through some of the boxes of clothes to
sort out items that would be needed for
the ‘sorry business’ ceremony later that
day.

During the ceremony we noticed that
Pauline had a cut on her foot that had
gone septic. We took her to the hospital
to get it sorted out. It was fascinating to
see all the snakes in jars in the treatment
room… We took Pauline home to put her
feet up and then went on to the
Mowanjum Festival.

We all returned to Derby, where Yvonne
and Kathy went to organise the ‘sorry
business’, while Lennie and Margaret
went to catch up with Angela Fisher and
the rest of us went for lunch at Diamond
and Pearls. Lennie and Margaret caught
up with us for lunch before they left for
Broome as they had to get their hire car
back that afternoon.
After lunch Sciona, Fiona, Mary and
Carole were privileged to support Yvonne
through the ‘sorry business’. We met
Yvonne’s sister Pauline in Mowanjum
community and watched as Becky Boo cut
off her great aunt Pauline’s hair. We
placed tarpaulins out the front of the
house and arranged a variety of clothes
on them. There was also a box full of
bread and half a dozen bags of flour.
Lucy Ward (a famous Ngarinyin artist who
we met on our last visit) showed us where
to put everything.

We will always remember the differences
in the living conditions between Gibb
River, where the community has hope and
strives for sustainability, to those at
Mowanjum where, in spite of an alcohol
ban, alcohol problems are rife.
Some issues are too big for us to handle.
However, through our friendship we can
‘make ladders, not holes’, and support
those who are doing their best to make a
future for their communities.
After we had wiped away the tears, we
drove the 180km to Broome to return the
vehicles. We had lunch in town and went
out to Cable Beach. Sciona and Fiona
started their long drive home while Carole
and Mary watched the camels on the
beach by the setting sun, before they went
to the airport.

It was lovely to see Yvonne actually being
able to attend the festival and she
thoroughly enjoyed seeing the dances and
listening to the traditional music.
That night, we all returned to Birdwood
Downs and collapsed into bed—it had
been a physically and emotionally tiring
day.
On our last morning together we packed
up our camp and cleaned out the trailer
and car. It was quite a task to transfer all
the equipment into Fiona’s small car!
We had a meeting in Diamonds and
Pearls about the puppet project with
Angela and Maya (from Kimberley TAFE).
The meeting was very productive. Carole
helped Kathy program her mobile phone
and Sciona filled up with fuel.

Kathy and Mary went off to get particular
leaves for a smoking ceremony.

the fold. Yvonne helped us to understand
what it is like to live in a culture where
many people are trying to maintain social
standards and traditions, but where so
many are wracked with alcoholism,
poverty and co-dependency.

The time had come to say goodbye to
Yvonne and JJ. During this visit we had
been welcomed as family and accepted in
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At the airport they caught up with Jeanette
from the school at Gibb River and talked
all the way home about ‘ladder building’
and reflected on our experiences.
• Handing out the fishing lines
• Daniel and Pattrick stirring the boiled
eggs in the ‘dolly kitchen’
• Yvonne with her three dog shadows
• Glen’s ‘Jamie Oliver’ impersonations
• Washing clothes with Nancy
• Mary retrieving items from under the
bed (she was the only one that could fit
in the small space)
• Walking through the bush with Nancy
and Yvonne and listening to stories
• Sciona trying to lure the whistling kites
• Glen’s motto of going to the loo ‘just in
time, not just in case’
• Children stuck in the mud
• Being called ‘auntie’ by a host of new
young friends...

2. Puppets and their makers come to Perth
The last week has been a very busy time for the Yarri Wada puppet team. Pansy,
Leah, Mary Lou, Anneka and Leah’s young son Lau, flew down from the Kimberley last
week and were joined on Thursday by Janet, Rona, Ernest, Christobel, with youngsters
Tommy, Johnny and Benticia. It was quite a challenge transporting the two puppets as
the female is 5m tall and the male 3m tall. (see pictures). The puppets had been
dismantled and transported in boxes. The puppet makers spent the first couple of days
completing the puppets and taking them to the Concert Hall so they could be displayed
as part of the World Puppet Festival’s Million Puppet Display. It proved quite a task
getting the puppets to ‘sit’ straight on bamboo poles and they looked magnificent
together near the St George’s terrace entrance to the Concert Hall.

Leah and Anneka erecting the 5m
high Jilinya puppet in the Concert
Hall

The visitors are staying at St Catherine’s College and Fiona Crowe has done a
magnificent job in managing their stay, arranging accommodation, meals, transport and
providing support as required. The Spare Parts Puppet theatre representatives were
very busy with the pressures of the Festival, but managed to arrange tickets for the
visitors to see a few puppet events presented by expert puppeteers and provide
guidance on the erection of the puppets.
Before the second party arrived, Club members were able to host Pansy, Leah, Mary
Lou and Anneka on a few showery afternoons. Carole took them to some art supply
shops, with a quick diversion to Carousel shopping centre and on the following day to
the Concert Hall to erect the puppets. The next day, Carole, Marg and Gill took them to
the Atwell Art Gallery in Melville where an art exhibition of Mowanjum artists (including
many of Leah’s paintings) was on display. After this, they went to King’s Park to admire
the views and take in the tree top walk and the Women’s Memorial Garden. The
movement on the treetop bridge surprised Pansy, as did the sudden gushing of water at
the Pioneer Women’s fountains! Young Lau was full of beans, and showed us just how
fast he could run up and down the DNA tower – twice!

Leah, Mary Lou, Pansy and Anneka
pose with the 2 large puppets they
helped to make.

On the Friday evening, a BBQ was held at St Catherine’s for all the visitors with Fiona
arranging the meats and drinks and Karen, Tricia, Judy, Deb, Marg and Carole
providing the salads and desserts. Liz, a school teacher from the Swan Hills area, is a
great friend of the visitors and it was lovely for us all to meet her too. Kathy
Charlesworth also popped in to say hello. The BBQ was very special, not only because
it was the first time we had met the incoming team, but also it was Mary Lou’s 21st
birthday – Liz knew this, and had brought along a present, mud cake and candles to
celebrate! It was a lovely evening and the showers did not to wash us out!

Gill, Leah and Marg with some of
Leah’s paintings at the Atwell Gallery

Carole, Lau, Leah, Mary Lou,
Anneka and Gill at King’s Park

Pansy in the Women’s Memorial
Garden

Members were busy on Saturday at the Area Workshop, but on the Sunday the visitors,
Karen, Anne Marie, Marg, Carole and Fiona were all seen enjoying the puppet displays
at the Concert Hall. This was a wonderful event – there were so many things
happening, you did not know where to look. The DVD of the puppets being made was
shown beside the team’s big puppets. In addition to the Million Puppet static displays
(that featured the Zonta Club of Club, St Catherine’s and the EON foundation on its
‘thank you list’), there were people-flower-puppets suspended outside the building,
magnificent sea creatures’floating’ on peoples backs with teams of people working fins,
mouths and claws; an amazing Arabian caravan pulled by a ‘camel bicycle’, the largest
mechanical kangaroo puppet you have ever seen, Chinese lion dancers, flea circuses
and finger and feet puppeteers and much more… including sheep puppets on stilts
rounding up human sheep! There was no lack of imagination at this event!
The visit by the puppeteers has given us chance to meet new friends and get to know
each other. The team has some great ideas, a lot of energy and vision for their
communities. It was a privilege to be part of it.
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1. Yarri Wada launch and meet the D23 Board
At the recent first meeting of the District 23 Board in Perth, our Club’s ‘baby’ – the
Yarri Wada Puppet Project – formally came of age and left home! The Yarri Wada
Puppet Project is now an official District 23 Project for the 2008-2010 biennium.

Board members proudly display Yarri
Wada presentation packs.

D23 Yarri Wada Puppet Project Coordinators are Fiona Crowe (left) and
Sciona Browne.

At the Board meeting, Fiona Crowe, one of the two project co-ordinators, provided
an overview of the project and gave an update of the many recent activities. One of
the aims of the project is to empower women of the Kimberley region to take
ownership of the project so that it may be sustainable beyond the biennium. Great
progress is being made in this regard with young, vibrant Kimberley women already
taking leading roles in local project management. The women have many great
ideas that they would like to feed into the project, including establishing a ‘Club’ for
young women in a safe house one night a fortnight. The Club gathering will bring
together local community leaders and health professionals so that young women
may learn about health and life issues and be better prepared to control their own
lives. The Club will link with other community initiatives so that if any issues arise in
the Club, people with suitable skills may be approached to provide advice and
support to young women.
The project co-ordinators, Fiona Crowe and Sciona Browne are to be congratulated
for their leadership, inspiration ongoing commitment to the project. Their efforts to
turn the senior law-women’s dreams into reality, by firstly securing sponsorship with
the EON Foundation in stage one to make and display puppets, and then packaging
the puppet dream as a project that could harness the imagination and support of
Zonta Clubs in District 23, have been exemplary. Well done! We look forward to
following the progress of the project via the Club’s website at
www.zontaperth.org.au and the Yarri Wada Newsletters throughout the biennium.
The Zonta Club of Perth was well represented at the Board meeting, with
presentations to the Board being made by Tricia Summerfield, the incoming D23
Archivist, Lennie McCall Chair of the D23 History and Archives Committee, Carole
Theobald, the D23 newsletter editor, Judy Tennant, Area 3 Director and of course,
Fiona Crowe, Yarri Wada Puppet Project co-ordinator.

Lennie McCall (right) shows Alison
Martin the D23 Governor’s gavel and
trophy

Lennie and Margaret Medcalf had discovered the Governor’s gavel and trophy in the
archives and Lennie presented this to Alison Martin, the new Governor of D23, at
the meeting.
After the formal meetings, Zontians from Area 3 were invited to meet the Board and
the platters of exquisite food that Zontians produced were delicious. During the
evening Karen Groves, outgoing Area 3 Director, who has recently returned from an
extensive camping trip in Central Australia, caught up with Judy Tennant to officially
‘pass the Director’s pin’ – and were ‘snapped’ in the process!

Perth Zontians, outgoing Area 3
Director, Karen Groves (right),
passes the ‘Area 3 Director pin’ to
incoming Area 3 Director, Judy
Tennant.

A special welcome was given to visiting Zontian, Anna Marie Jenkins, from the
Zonta Club of Everett in Washington State USA with Alison Martin giving her some
Wandjina cards and a Yarri Wada Presentation Pack as souvenirs of her time with
us.
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1. Green Troopy arrives at Gibb River
Snotty-nosed kids with watermelon grins, walking sticked grannies and
relieved mothers – it was an instant love affair when the Zonta Green
Troopy pulled into Gibb River…Kathy Charlesworth reports…
Four days on the track heading to the Kimberley loaded to the gunnels with
fresh fruit, veggies, clothes, plus blue boat on top, once again gave me time to
mull over yet another one of Sciona and, in this case, Wendy McGibbon’s ‘good
ideas’ to support the Gibb River mob.

Arriving at Gibb River

Although the Zonta Troopy was given a clean bill of health before it left Perth, I
still had a few reservations about driving a 20 year old Toyota on a long remote
trip. But by the time I reached Derby and squeezed a few more bodies in on top
of the pumpkins, I too had fallen in love with the old girl.
Sciona and Wendy were right, there is still heaps of life left in their ‘good idea’.
So for the next 3 months whilst hanging out with the Gibb River mob, we must
have driven thousands of kilometers, operating as a remote taxi service pickingup and dropping-off grandkids, but mostly using the ‘good idea’ for fishing and
hunting.

Zonta Green Troopy in action

Heading towards Kulumbaru

Within days of arriving at Gibb the Zonta Troopy set off for Kulumbaru to pick up
the grandkids for school holidays – Yvonne quietly planned that we leave 4 days
early and child-less to enjoy some serious women’s business fishing up at Pago
with the ‘saltwater’ women – who by the way were very jealous of Gibb River’s
new fishing car and have requested that Zonta-mob send up a Troopy for them
also!
Pago (pronounced Parr-go) for those of the vintage to remember the mission
boxes at school, is the original site of the Benedictine Mission settlement some
20 kms further North of Kulumbaru. Some thirty years later the Missionaries
moved further South in search of better water and protection from cyclones.
Sadly this will be the last year for the missionary nuns who left immediately after
the 100 year celebration.
Leaving Kalumbaru 8 days later (with a promise that we would get the children
back for the 100 years celebration on 15th August) was akin to trying to get out
of Beirut. Every time we turned our backs, another child was slipped through a
side window, no clothes, bedding or medicines - just a notion that the Green
Zonta Troopy was a fun bus – reminiscent of last year’s Zonta camper-trailer
when Carole, Sciona, Fiona, Glen and Mary enjoyed their ‘Aunties’ visit.
Translated in Ngarinyin terms, this means there will be plenty of yummy food,
endless fishing and loving hands to tend the kids cuts and bruises.

100 year Missionary celebration
mass with Bishop of Broome and
Kulumbaru boys

As many of the Zonta Aunties also know, the Ngarinyin kids are very special
and love their time in the bush, fishing hunting and to my surprise remnants of
the 2007 fishing-line story were still very obvious.

Remember the generosity of Pat Johnson, Zontian extraordinaire from the USA
who donated money for the fishing lines that were distributed to children at the
schools at Gibb River and Mount Barnett communities? I am pleased to report
that the kids continue to love the independence of having their own fishing lines,
thus making its near impossible to cross a river without letting them have a fish also a good excuse for the weary old girls to boil a billy and have a sit-down.
Kids off for a fish just as dawn broke
on the King Edward River

Ben-Ben’s catch

Snotty nosed kids

Term time the kids come straight back home from school on Friday afternoon,
keenly knowing the rules. If they want to go camping for the weekend, they
have to pack up the Troopy - hence they have quickly worked out a good
system for loading the sleeping mattresses up on the roof-rack - two stand on
top pulling mattresses up – however unloading is a hoot, as it simply rains down
mattresses… dust and dogs flying everywhere.
Same with gate-openings – one of the smaller kids slithers down one of the side
sliding windows – opens the gate and then the others haul he/she back
onboard. Meanwhile the gracious old Green Troopy stands steady as an old
draught-horse loving its role as the kids’ fun bus.
In current times newspapers are full of negative stories reporting poor health on
Aboriginal Remote Communities. This is not the case at Gibb River – Jessica
May an Aboriginal Nurse from the Bullo River in NT who did a relief stint for
Mary-Jane, (the community nurse at Gibb River) made the comment that the
Gibb kids were some of the healthiest lot of bush kids she has seen in her
decades of bush nursing.
So in summary, I am very pleased to report back to Zonta mob that the Zonta
Green Troopy has been a huge success criss-crossing along the Gibb River,
Wyndham, and Kulumbaru roads in search of bush tucker and fun.
It’s such a distinct old work horse, with dogs and kids hanging out the windows.
Even the tourists wanted to get into the act when they heard the Zonta story,
opening their hearts and tucker boxes, dishing out fruit and lollies for the kids.

Packing up camp

A peppercorn may have changed hands in the purchasing of the Zonta Troopy,
but by the time I left it was worth its weight in gold - so on behalf of all the Gibb
kids, Grannies and Mothers, once again a big watermelon smile and thank you
to Zonta Mob !

2. Australian Girls’ Choir special evening
Carole Theobald
The Australian Girls Choir kindly donated its time for a performance for our Club
at Hale School on 27th September.

The impressive entry to the venue at
Hale School

The John Inverarity Music and Drama Centre at Hale School was a superb
venue. There was plenty of room for guests to mingle before the show, sit in
comfort during the performance and ample space for the girls to perform on
stage.
The team from the Australian Girls’ Choir and Hale School were very helpful and
considerate throughout the organising process and on the night itself. Our
special thanks go to Belinda Gray-Matthews from the choir and Oliver Loweth
from the school, for working closely with club members to ensure that everything
went smoothly on the night.
The night was wonderful. Penny Flett warmly introduced the choir and provided
a short background about Zonta. The raffles were drawn before the
performance with the two hampers being beautifully put together by Deb Mason.

The girls sang beautifully and many
of the songs had quite complex
choreography too!

The many attendees were awed by the vitality and singing of the choir that
wooed the audience with songs from around the world. There wasn’t a dry eye
in the house when they sang their signature tune of “I still call Australia home”
as featured on the Qantas television advertisements. The body percussion

Boarding School Breaks
Between 2008-2010, children from the Gibb River Community were studying
at Catholic Agricultural College in Bindoon. During this time Zontian Carole
Theobald and her husband David were able to liaise with Kathy Charlesworth
and between them arrange a few long weekends in the city for the children.
Kathy would collect the children and they would spend the first night with her.
Carole and David would collect them from Kathy’s and take them on
‘adventures’ in the city before returning them to Kathy.
These weekends were so much fun as it was a chance to show the children
‘our country’ – which is so completely different to the remoteness of the
Kimberley.
April 2009:
Rabecca Wungundin and Daniel Wungundin (they are cousins) stay for
weekend.

Rabecca, Daniel and Carole at King’s Park

David and Rabecca (far left) whisper to Daniel (right) at the War Memorial,
King’s Park.

Rabecca and Daniel in the Women’s Memorial Gardens, King’s Park

Daniel and Rabecca could not get over the party dresses and limousines in
King’s Park!

First time on a train…

…and a ferry

Daniel and David with the Giraffes at Perth Zoo

Rabecca and the ‘orangutang’ at Perth Zoo

“Tuckered out”!

May/June 2010:
Rabecca Wungundin and Nelita Jorda have a weekend break in Perth

Nelita, Carole and Rabecca at Fishing Boat Harbour

Shopping in Murray Street Mall, City of Perth

Rabecca and Nelita in King’s Park

Rabecca and Nelita were mesmerised with Underwater World.

February 2010:
Daniel Wungundin enjoys his first visit to Rottnest Island

David and Daniel on the ferry to Rotto

David and Daniel prepare for the bike riding on Rotto

Daniel at Little Parakeet Bay, Rottnest Island

Handover time - Carole and Kathy enjoy fish and chips at Kalis Fish Market in
Fremantle after the Rottness adventure!

David and Daniel at Kailis after the Rottnest adventure!
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‘Yarri Wada’ - how friends can help
friends turn a vision into a reality...

Yarri Wada is a Ngarinyin phrase
meaning ‘many dreamings’.
Senior Law women of the
Ngarinyin, Wunambal and Worrorra clans
have one thing in common - a deep love
of their country and the people within it.
They dream of finding a way to guide their
communities out of the cycle of poverty,
domestic violence, child abuse, alcohol and
drug abuse, disease, youth suicide, poor
education and unemployment.
They dream of communities regaining
pride in their culture and respect for themselves
and each other. They dream of their children
enjoying good health, good education and a
safe living environment.
Together, these women decided that they
could use puppets to best apply their strengths
in art and story telling, to help men and women
make positive changes in their communities...all
they needed to get started, was a little help from
their friends
The women approached their friends from
the Zonta Club of Perth, with their idea - and the
Yarri Wada Puppet Project was born.
Zontians successfully sought partnership
with the EON Foundation, the Spare Parts
Puppet Theatre, the Union Internationale de la
Marionnette (UNIMA) - the world puppetry body,
Million Puppets Project, St Catherine’s College
(University of Western Australia) and several
private individuals to realise the aims of this
unique project.

The Senior Law
women want to support
young women and men
within their communities
to:
• Take on leadership
roles to reduce
violence against
women and children
• Encourage young
people to pursue an
education
• Enable young and old
to teach each other
how to reduce disease Puppet makers, Leah Umbagai (on
and poor health in their ladder) and Anika Rastus, erect the
5m high ‘Jilinya’ puppet at the World
communities
Puppet Festival in Perth, April 2008
• Encourage women
- Jilinya features in the Yarri Wada
and men to say ‘no’ to
Puppet Project logo
violence and encourage
healthy relationships
• Provide women and men with an additional means
to preserve Law and culture and make it relevant to
modern living
• Build self esteem and confience through creative
design and performance.
The programs in Yarri Wada are developed by
Indigenous people for Indigenous people and therefore
are able to speak in a way that is culturally meaningful.
This newsletter describes the journey so far.

Major sponsor

Why puppets?
EON Foundation Inc

In Aboriginal culture, stories are
handed down through generations and
if the next generation is not interested
in the story, it dies and so too does a
part of the culture and heritage of the
community.
The puppet will never die, so a
story can remain in the culture long
after the generational chain has been
broken.

Puppets

• Puppets can deliver sensitive messages in a lighthearted way
• Puppets are colourless, classless, apolitical
• Puppets are cheap to make
• Puppet theatre gets the whole community involved
making puppets, creating scripts, finding venues,
advertising, performing and watching
• Puppets tell stories people remember because they
make you laugh, cry and capture the imagination
• Puppetry is entertaining and healing - it can be used
to help small children discuss their feelings and
problems with adults
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There are two stages to the Yarri
Wada Puppet Project.
Stage one involved a series
of workshops held ‘in country’
to teach the art of puppetry and
collect traditional stories around
which future health and education
messages will be framed.
The principal sponsors of this
stage were the EON Foundation,
Spare Parts Puppet Theatre, the
UNIMA 2008 Million Puppet Project
and the Zonta Club of Perth.
Over 50 women attended these
workshops with their children
(and pet dogs). It was a great
intergeneration mix - with at least
three generations of women
working, teaching and learning
together.
A number of puppets were
created, included a 5m high female
Gwion Gwion.
The Gwion Gwion are the spirit
people of the Ngarinyin, Worrora
and Wanambal tribes, created by
the Wandjina, and responsible for
teaching the people of the tribes
their Law and culture, including
their art and dancing.
It is appropriate that these
figures were the first puppets to be
made, as they were the first people
of the Kimberley.
From them will come the
creatures and characters that will
be fashioned into puppets to tell
health and education stories in a
way that is culturally appropriate
and meaningful.
Nineteen women who attended
these workshops received a TAFE
Certificate 1 in Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Cultural Art.
The educational outcomes of the
puppet project have been realised
from the very start!

Karen Hethey, Puppeteer from the Spare Parts Puppet Theatre facilitates the bush workshop. Stories are
shared, drawings made, different materials trialed and slowly the designs take shape. Local materials are
collected to paint and decorate the puppets.
Left: Janet Oobagooma
shapes a dragonfly from
local materials
Right: Rattan is soaked
and shaped in the
billabong (waterhole) - the
kids like this bit as the
water is cool
Below: Fabric is shaped
over the frame...

The bush workshop is an opportunity for the children to
be connected with their culture...here they use ochres
they collected from the riverbeds to paint their faces in the
traditional way.
Right: Leah and Mary Lou with the 5m high Jilinyna puppet
at the Perth Concert Hall for the World Puppet Festival
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Stage Two will see the formation
of the Yarri Wada Puppet Troupe. It is
intended that the Yarri Wada Puppet
Troupe will be an ongoing, standalone entity providing professional
development and employment
opportunities for young Indigenous
women and men of the Kimberley
region. No such theatre group currently
exists.
This stage will see the training of
puppeteers, the creation of puppets
and scripts, and their performance.
Each creation and performance
cycle will form a module. Each module
will address specific issues identified
by the Elders and young people. It is
anticipated that one module will be
completed each year.
Each year the theatre group will
develop performances that will address
community issues, and performances
aimed at cross-cultural education. The
former will assist community building
and inter-generational understanding,
while the latter will be open to the
general public to promote cultural

understanding and raise funds for the
troupe.
Each creation and performance
cycle will be filmed to provide a
permanent record of the project, to
preserve cultural heritage and to be
made available as a teaching and
learning aid in schools and other
community centres.
The outcomes of the project will
provide a means to enhance social
and economic equality for hundreds
of Indigenous people in the iconic
Kimberley region, particularly women
and children.
The project provides women Elders
and leaders with a means to articulate
and share their stories, experience and
skill at building healthy communities.
It also provides a means by which
older women can offer younger women
a way to express their identity, find their
own voice and take responsibility for
the well-being of their children.
The Yarri Wada project seeks to
empower women to profile and address
some of the injustices that mark their

Puppe

Stage 2: Formation of Yarri
Wada Puppet Troupe

A diagrammatic model of the project

lives: the higher than average mortality
rate of Indigenous children, reduced
life expectancy of adults, disease load,
unemployment, displacement and
social isolation of Indigenous people in
Australia.

Where will the Yarri Wada Troupe go?
Kulumburu

Mowanjum

ib
b

The area covered in the project will include
the whole of the west Kimberley, south of
Kulumburu, the Mitchell Plateau area, along
the Gibb River Road, out to Cone Bay, and as
as far south as Mowanjum, near Derby.

G

Derby
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Cone
Bay

Mitchell
Plateau

The Ngarinyin, Wunambal and Worrorra clans
have lived in the Kimberley region of North
Western Australia for over 60,000 years.
The people are the custodians of the oldest
figurative art in North West Australia and
guardians of the Wandjina spiritual sanctuary.
Their homeland covers 200,000 square
kilometres.

The Gibb River and Kulumburu Roads are
the two major roads in the region. They are
dirt roads that pass through many rivers that
do not have bridges. In the wet season, the
rivers rise and the roads become impassable
and people are unable to move out of
communities for up to three months. This is
tough, remote, but beautiful country.

Yarri Wada
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How did the Zonta Club of Perth make
friends with the Senior Law women?

The women Elders have
established a strong and mutually
respectful friendship with the women of
the Zonta Club of Perth. This has been
built over time and on the premise that
friendship and collaboration lie at the
heart of all contact between the two
groups.
Five years ago members of the
Zonta Club of Perth were invited to
meet with women from the Ngarinyin,
Worrora and Wunambal clans of the
West Kimberley to share stories,
mutual concerns and possible means
to collaborate on community projects.

L-R: Pansy Nulgit,
Senior Ngarinyin
Law Woman,
introduces Zontians
Carole Theobald,
Judy Tennant and
Lyn McArthur to
Ngarinyin culture
at Donkey Creek in
2004.

This invitation came through
Kathy Charlesworth, a photo-journalist
who has lived and worked in the
Kimberley for over thirty years, and
who was familiar with the work of
Zonta and the desire of the women
Elders to address issues facing their
communities.
Zonta is a service organisation
that exists to advance the status of
women worldwide and brings together
business and professional women
to pool their skills and resources to
achieve this aim.
Eleven members of the Perth
Zonta Club spent a week in the
Kimberley learning about the lives and
culture of their Indigenous hosts.
Since then, contact between the
two communities has been maintained
through regular conversation and
further visits to the Kimberley and
Perth by members of each group.
From time to time requests are
made by the Indigenous women of
the Kimberley to assist them address

Inset: Kathy
Charlesworth
2007: Senior Law Women Yvonne Burgu (sitting
4th from left) and Nancy White (standing front
right) get ready for smoking ceremony before
teaching children at Donkey Creek. Zontians,
Sciona Browne and Fiona Crowe standing at rear.

the needs of their communities. Through
the process trust has developed and
friendships have formed.
All projects are initiated and carried
through by the women of the region,
with Zonta providing the skill-set of its
membership as needed.
It’s all about women, helping
women as friends.

Help Yarri Wada by Adopting-A-Puppet...
The Yarri Wada Puppets need people to
support them.

Direct payments into the bank:
Please help us to identify your donation
on our bank statements. For example:
They need lots of ‘parents’ to keep them out
YWPP Name of sponsor
of the cupboard and in to the communities
e.g. YWPP ZC Bunbury would be a
where they can do
donation to the Yarri Wada Puppet
most good.
Project from the Zonta Club of Bunbury.

Please
adopt me!

Donations to the
The bank details are:
Zonta District 23
Zonta Club of Perth Inc
Yarri Wada Project
BSB 036038
can be made by
Account 154851
cheque or direct
transfer into the
Cheques:
bank account of Cheques should be in Australian dollars
the Zonta Club of and made payable to the Zonta Club of
Perth Inc.
Perth Inc.
Sponsors
completing the
The postal address is
Adopt a Puppet
Zonta Club of Perth Inc
form will receive
PO Box 237
newsletters, DVDs
NEDLANDS WA 6909
and certificates.
Australia
© Zonta International District 23, 2008 www.zontadistrict23.org.au
Co-ordinated by the Zonta Club of Perth Inc,
www.zontaperth.org.au email: zontaperth@yahoo.com.au

Keep in touch with
Yarri Wada at
www.zontaperth.org.au
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“Yarri Wada” - “Many Dreamings”
What has been happening since the Yarri
Wada Puppet Project was officially launched
at the Zonta International District 23 Board
Meeting in Perth on 26 July 2008?
The women of the Ngarinyin, Wunambal and
Worrorra clans have been turning dreams
into ideas—ideas into strategies—strategies
into programs!
The Yarri Wada project this year will be run
out of Mowunjum, a community close to
Derby at the beginning of the Gibb River
Road.
The making of puppets, and storytelling
through them, will form a central feature of a
program designed to provide an ongoing
service to educate young women in a
directed, controlled and safe environment. In
Mowunjum, and with the help of District 23
clubs, a safe place will be created where
women, young and old, will learn to address
everyday issues that affect their
communities.
The first program, Monorngungga—
Stepping Forward with Pride, is about to
begin in the Mowanjum community in the
Kimberley on Monday 6 April 2009.
Major sponsor

Monorngungga – Stepping Forward with
Pride
This is a young women’s project teaching
sexual health and wellbeing to young people
aged 10-16.
Program leaders are Beryl Davis, Aboriginal
Liaison Officer, Derby Health Service;
Estelle Umbagai, Mowunjum community
member and program designer; and Angela
Fisher, Child Health Nurse, Kimberley Public
Health Unit.
These amazing ladies have recently
undertaken a certified course in sexual
health and positive life skills training.

The course provided
training in getting
young people to talk
about puberty, body
image and sexual
issues in a group
environment and
making learning about
sexual health an
engaging experience
for Aboriginal young
people approaching
puberty.
This is just one
example of how our
District 23 project is
assisting Indigenous
women gain education
and training to address
issues in their
communities.

One of the program
leaders is Leah Umbagai a
well respected, vibrant
young artist from the
Mowanjum community.

This is the first
program in a series of
programs to be conducted over a six month
period and they are all intended to look at
important issues involving young girls of the
community.

The series has been compiled from a number
of resources – other programs, specific needs
of the community, research findings – and
has been adapted to suit the skills and
resources of the program coordinators, the
available facilities and the critical needs of the
young girls involved.
At the outset, the course content is explained
to parents who will need to give permission
for their girls to participate.
Stepping Forward with Pride aims to:
• deliver a safe and professional health
program
• develop skills and knowledge in program
delivery
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“Yarri Wada- Many Dreamings” continued
• understand the needs of the young

Goals of the Program in 2009

girls to further develop the
proposed ongoing program.
Stepping Forward with Pride hopes to
• have a well-attended course that
young girls find relevant to their
lives
• gather evidence to support the
need for a long term commitment of
a youth worker within the
community
• gather feedback from young people
on what their needs are and
• empower them to be part of the
ongoing decision-making process
for the Mowanjum youth health
program.
The first program runs for 6 weeks
between 6 April and11 May 2009, with
meetings on Monday nights from 6.00
to 9.00 pm at the Mowanjum Women’s
Centre.
The environment is congenial and safe,
the equipment and resources are
simple but fun and the atmosphere is
supportive and encouraging.

Yarri Wada Project co co-ordinator, Sciona
Browne (left) discusses program options with
Angie Fisher at the Community Health Centre
in Derby

Topics and activities suggested
by Indigenous women for
inclusion in Yarri Wada 2009:
•
•
•
•

Self defence
Sexual health
School education
Home maintenance and
budgeting
• Protecting yourself against
abuse – physical, sexual, verbal,
emotional and financial
• Personal hygiene

•

To continue to develop the
creativity of the puppet project
as a vehicle to transfer
cultural knowledge

•

Create health promotional
material that is useful to the
education of young people

•

Motivate men in the
community to provide a
similar program for the boys

• Grooming and deportment
• Dance
• Yarning stories (the art of
storytelling)
• Cultural ways
• Pregnancy
• Art
• Mental health – depression
• Cooking
• First aid
• Language
• Exposure to Indigenous women
who are role models

Yarri Wada Puppet Project—where are the puppets?
Yarri Wada is a unique project in that
it is able to respond quickly to a
dynamic environment in a way that
other projects cannot. The magical
thing about Yarri Wada is that it is
inspiring local leaders to take
ownership of the project and develop
the project in the way that works best
in their communities.
It is a sign of the project’s strength
that it is being driven by the local
community—something that very
rarely happens in Indigenous
communities.
For example, during discussions with
our Ngarinyin friends, the experience
from the puppet making phase of the
project highlighted the need for
leaders to have the skills and
knowledge to train future puppeteers

to deliver the important messages
relating to health, culture and life
skills.
Our leaders needed training practice
and our future puppeteers needed to
be well-informed and confident about
a wide range of issues. The very
process of training the young women
is giving the leadership team vital
skills for managing future puppet
activities.

excellent tools to deliver sensitive
messages to people of all ages.
However, they are just having a bit of
a rest after their display at the
International “Million Puppets Festival”
held in Perth last year.

The Stepping Forward with Pride
course is a vital stage in the long term
viability of the project. Puppetry skill
workshops will be woven into the
program to develop skills and
knowledge in performance.
So the puppets are not forgotten.
They are still considered to be

Leah (left) and Anneka dismantle one of the
puppets after the International Million Puppets
event in Perth.
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Mowanum Community—50th Anniversary
The Mowanjum Community is a
registered Aboriginal Corporation
located 10 km from Derby on the
Gibb River Road. There are about
300 residents based in the
community and also in seven
outstations that stretch between
the Buccaneer Archipelago and
the Kimberley Plateau that rely on
Mowanjum for their resources.
The Wandjina is the supreme spirit
being of the Wororra, Ngarinyin
and Wanambul people who have
settled at Mowanjum. The
Wandjina’s image is reflected in
the architecture of the local Art
and Cultural centre as well as in
the art of the region.

worth a visit as it features an art
gallery, artist’s studio, museum
and theatrette which educates
audiences about the culture of the
Mowanjum people.

The Mowanjum Art and Cultural centre is built in
the shape of a Wandjina—the spirit that guides
and connects the communities in the region.

Recently Mowanjum celebrated its
50th Anniversary and a book has
been produced to celebrate this
milestone. The book was
launched at the University of
Western Australia and costs $55.

Members of the Zonta Club of
Perth have visited the community
and experienced the vibrant
Mowanjum festival that takes
place in July each year.
If you are ever in the Kimberley
the Art and Cultural Centre is

What’s going on behind the scenes...
The Coordinators of the District 23
Yarri Wada Puppet Project, Sciona
Browne and Fiona Crowe, have
concentrated their efforts over the
months since the launch of the
project on two main aspects:
promotion and co-ordination.
Promotion
Firstly, promotion. They have
made several presentations to
government and non-government
organizations with the view to
securing further sponsors, finding
out what other compatible projects
and funds are “out there” and
involving as many people in
discussion of the project as
possible. Talking up the story!

Co-ordination
Secondly, coordination. Having
identified the project managers in
the Kimberley, they have been
working with them to develop the
concepts, to identify the priorities,
to make a plan, to set time lines
and to engage the community.
All this - at great distance –
during the wet season— through
various communication channels
– and with patience and
encouragement!
Meanwhile their lives and work
commitments go on and so the
Yarri Wada Puppet Project is
now at the stage where they
have sought to establish an

administrative committee of club
members to support them. This
will enable them to concentrate
on those two areas of Promotion
and Co-ordination.
They would very much like to
invite one or two of the Project
Managers from Mowanjum to
attend the District 23 Conference
in Ballarat in September 2009.
This would provide an
opportunity for Zontians to hear
first hand about this unique
project that is making such a
difference to the lives of many
young and not-so-young women
in the Kimberley.
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In total, the clubs of
District 23 have to
date contributed
$10,500 to the project.
This money will now
be used as seed
funding for the
Stepping Forward with
Pride stage of the
project and will be
matched by UFPA and
the Health Department
with money and inkind support.
Further donations from
our clubs and funding
from government and
private organizations
and individuals will
support the next stage
that will see the
development and
launch of a range of
health promotion
materials.
Senior women artists
in the participating
communities have also
pledged to donate
artworks to be sold to
raise money for the
project. All funds
raised via the sale of
Indigenous artwork will
go directly to the
project, with no
administrative fees
charged or
commissions paid.

If you would like to
donate to the
Yarri Wada Project,
please send your
cheque payable to the
Zonta Club of Perth Inc

to
PO Box 237
Nedlands WA 6909
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Yarri Wada - the first year in review
What did we aim to do?
When members of District 23 voted to
endorse and support the Yarri Wada
Puppet Project (YWPP) for the biennium
July 2008-2010, we voted to support a
unique project that would deliver an
ambitious set of outcomes. These included:
•

Assist Aboriginal women create a health
and education program that would bridge
the gap between white health knowledge
and traditional cultural practices;

• Promote women’s health and safety;
• Identify and support young Aboriginal
women leaders;
• Facilitate cross-generational discussion of
key community issues;
• Promote women’s self-esteem;
• Assist women lead positive change in their
communities; and
• Achieve clear education and leadership
outcomes for women.
The YWPP also aimed to:
• Be a collaborative, cross-sector funding
initiative;and
• Create a model program that could be
adapted for use in other remote
communities.
Major sponsor

Most importantly, this project was to be deeply
rooted in a friendship between Aboriginal
women and Zontians and was designed to
empower and support Aboriginal women to
address issues in their own way.
When we voted to support the YWPP, only one
Zonta club in our District was actively working
with Indigenous women, and we all decided we
needed to start somewhere and explore how
friendships might grow into life changing
projects.
With your support, in the first year of the biennium
alone, YWPP has already achieved a remarkable
number of these aims.

Yarri Wada’s shift in direction now addresses issues facing
young girls in the community

The puppets
It is important to acknowledge that the focus on the
use of the puppets as a teaching tool has shifted
significantly. The initial puppet-making
workshop unleashed a creative process that
soon demonstrated that flexibility and variety were
the keys to successfully engaging the target
audience.
Puppet making in Stage 1 of the project brought
women of all age-groups together to brainstorm
what needed to be achieved, underscored the
success of art as a vehicle for communication,
identified project leaders and inspired an
innovative approach to teaching positive life skills
and health messages.
While story-telling and puppetry are still an integral
element of the project, the emphasis on puppets
has shifted and we remain faithful to our core
promise - to support Aboriginal women to
design a program that meets the needs of
participants, and over which they have
complete creative control.
As a result, the YWPP has been able to identify
and respond to a key concern of the women of the
Ngarinyin, Worrora and Wunambul peoples issues facing young girls: non-attendance at
school; exposure to drugs and alcohol; domestic
violence; child abuse; lack of hygiene; stress; and
loss of identity.
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Yarri Wada—the first year in review continued
Leadership and Collaboration
Through the YWPP the senior
women have encouraged and
supported emerging younger
women leaders to implement
strategies to make positive changes
to the lives of girls aged between 8
and 18.

During this stage of the YWPP three
younger Aboriginal women emerged
as the leadership team for Stages 2
and 3:
• Leah Umbagai (artist and
Mowunjum community member),
• Estelle Umbagai (Mowunjum
community member) and

• Beryl Davis (Aboriginal Liaison
Officer, Derby Health Service)
Together, they developed the
Monorngungga Young Girls’
Project with input from Angela Fisher,
Child Health nurse from the Kimberley
Public Health Unit.

Monorngungga: Walking Forward with Pride
A health worker at the local school
has said,

The second stage of the YWPP has
been called “Monorngungga:
Walking Forward with Pride”.

“the girls that undertook
the course keep telling me
they are excited for the time
when they will get their
period.

Participants and their parents were
briefed before the course and the
parents had to give permission for
their children to attend.
Designed by Leah and her team, the
Monorngungga project was broken
into six stages:
• Introduction: designed to
bring the girls together, get to
know each other and create a
safe place where opinions
and concerns are respected;
• Puberty Blues: dealing with
physical changes, personal
hygiene, self knowledge;
• Talking “Sex”:
understanding sex physically
and emotionally;
• Speaking out about
feelings: talking about
sexual rights, establishing
personal boundaries and
understanding the
consequences of sex in
terms of health and
pregnancy;
• Back to Country Day:
fishing, relaxing together and
talking about positive life
styles; and
• Stepping Forward With
Pride Day: a graduation day
of grooming, pampering,
reporting back to parents and
moving forward.

Through the Monorngungga Young Girls’ Project the
young girls are able to learn about life and take control
of their lives

The Outcomes of the
Monorngungga Project
Twelve girls completed the pilot
course with 100% attendance and the
girls have requested a follow-up
course.
Importantly, there has been an
increase in:
• the incidence of adolescents
presenting for sexual health
checks; and
• parents and community
members articulating their
desire for health education.
Pre and post course questionnaires
showed:
• an appreciable increase in
factual knowledge about
puberty and having babies;
• positive and optimistic answers
to questions;
• improved self-esteem; and
• greater confidence in the girls
about their bodies and their
thoughts.

They tell the big girls to
look after themselves and
where to go for check ups,
and all of them come including the boys.
They are not waiting till
they get an infection, but
are presenting after unsafe
sex.
One of the older girls said
she was at the clinic after a
lecture from her little sister
on how to use a condom!”
The next stages of the Monorngungga
Project:
Stage Three is now being prepared
and will include:
• a repeat of the course for a
second group of girls;
• a course for the 13-18 age
bracket; and
• roll out of the YWPP program to
other communities in the
region.
These courses will be completed over
the next few months before the start
of the wet season and we will be able
to update you at our District 23
Conference.
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Building the future from Yarri Wada
Walking together

Flow-on initiative

We are satisfied that the original aim
of establishing a model for a Zonta
District Project to address the
urgent plight of the Indigenous
people of Australia has been
achieved.

The success of the YWPP in
regenerating a sense of power to
affect positive change has seen the
establishment of an after school
drop-in facility at the Art Centre
supported by team leaders and
community members. The drop-in
provides food and activities for
children after school, including a
homework hour and classes in
traditional art and dance.

The Yarri Wada Puppet Project has
enabled clubs in District 23 to work
with Aboriginal women to have a
positive impact on the lives of young
girls in communities of the Kimberley.

At the completion of the course the young girls
have a pamper session—they thoroughly enjoy
being ‘princesses’ for the afternoon!

Flexibility and integrity
In coordinating the project, care has
always been taken to be responsive to
the initiatives of the senior women and
project leaders and to be flexible as
situations changed. At the same time,
care has also been taken to maintain
the integrity of the original concept.
Cross-sector partnerships
The YWPP has already attracted
partners in the:
• Mowanjum Community;
• Mowanjum Aboriginal Spirit of
the Wandjina Artists
Cooperative;
• Department of Family Planning
WA (FPWA);
• the United First Peoples of
Australia (UFPA);
• the David Wurripunda
Foundation;
• the WA Health Department,
• the Kimberley Public Health Unit
(KPHU);
• WA Child Health Service
(WACHS); and
• Beyond Blue.
We will continue to build on these
relationships to ensure that the
projects in the YWPP will be
sustainable once the program is no
longer a District 23 project.

participation in YWPP. Another
four women have completed the
certificated Mooditj course.
On the basis of her work in the
YWPP, Leah Umbagai has won a
scholarship to Curtin University to
continue her tertiary studies, doing a
Diploma in Community Development.
She will use the ongoing stages of the
Monorngungga Project and
associated programs as case studies
in her research, which will provide
formal critical analysis in support of
ongoing funding for the project.
Leah and her team, and the health
workers assisting them have
commented on a new sense of
confidence.

Longer-term vision
Through the development and
success of the YWPP a longer-term
dream has emerged to put in place
a Youth Coordinator for the
region, based at Mowunjum.
The establishment of someone in
this position will facilitate ongoing
programs and their continuity,
consistent support for youth and
liaison with other agencies.
Empowerment and hope

Aboriginal women in the leadership
team are confident to engage the
community on issues facing their
children, are speaking in the schools
and are confident they know what
they are talking about.

There is a strong belief among the
leaders that by building on what has
been started, developing stronger
partnerships and encouraging the
children to see different futures,
communities will regenerate their
self-determination and ensure the
well-being of their young people.

The women have now completed
many hours of health worker training
and are far more outspoken. They
say they are passionate to continue
developing and running the
courses and will stand up for girls
who are at risk.

What is also clear from feedback, is
that the women leaders that have
emerged through this project are
recognized by their community and
this has led to a new confidence in
the community’s ability to
address issues from within.

Education and leadership outcomes
In terms of formal education outcomes
so far, 19 women have received a
TAFE Certificate 1 for their

The local schools have now
requested that the women run the
Monorngungga program and the
program being developed for older
girls as part of the school Personal
Development curriculum.

The women are also liaising with the
Department of Child Protection, the
schools and the Police.
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Since the Project was launched in July 2008
and until August 2009, $31,685 has been raised
by supporters.
A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL CONTRIBUTORS

A thank you gift
from those
you have helped….
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500

Zonta Club of Frankston Inc

500

Zonta Club of Kyneton Inc

500

Zonta Club of Perth Northern Suburbs

500

Zonta Club of Port Lincoln

500

Zonta Club of the Riverland Inc

500

Zonta Club of Swan Hills Inc

500

Zonta Club of Wangaratta

500

Zonta Club of Melbourne on Yarra

435

Zonta Club of Para District Inc

250

Thank you paintings from the young girls to sponsors...

Thank you to all the clubs that have supported
the project in the last financial year. We know it
is a big ask to raise $500 when there are so
many worthy projects competing for funding.
But please know that you have made a
tremendous difference.
You have helped start something that will
role out in communities around the
Kimberley, nurturing leadership and
assisting women, old and young, create a
safer, healthier future.
Your continued support will see the
development of a program for other age groups
and their delivery in other Indigenous
communities.

Total 31,685

We still need your help to
complete Yarri Wada Stage 3…
If you would like to donate to the
Yarri Wada Puppet Project,
please send your cheque
payable to the
Zonta Club of Perth Inc

to
PO Box 237
Nedlands WA 6909

The Aboriginal women leaders said they were
overwhelmed by a strong understanding that
this initiative has been supported by a wider
Australian community, by Zonta.
The children who participated in the course
have created “thank you” paintings to be given
to the sponsor clubs with heartfelt thanks.
Please help with Yarri Wada Stage Three that
includes:
• a repeat of the course for a second
group of girls;
• a course for the 13-18 age bracket;
and
• roll out of the YWPP program to other
communities in the region.

www.district23.org.au
district23@yahoo.com.au
© Zonta International District 23, 2009
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Lotterywest funding ensures the
spirit of Yarri Wada continues
First the big news! The ground
breaking work achieved through the
District 23 Yarri Wada Project will be
continued for at least two years thanks to
some committed Zontians who have been
able to obtain a grant for Aus$230,307 from
Lotterywest, the official state lottery for
Western Australia.
The project will move forward under the name
‘ILERLA’ - meaning ‘young youth’. It targets
youth in the remote Kimberley region of Western
Australia who live in environments where there
are high levels of alcohol abuse, drug abuse and
violence.
These issues are key contributors to a
breakdown in family values and high levels of
cultural kinship relationship abuse.
Youth are also at high risk of abuse by outsiders,
especially predatory, sexual abusers who see
the stress of the Aboriginal children and youth in
the community as an opportunity to exploit them.
The Ilerla Project faces head-on many issues
that are often swept under the carpet.

Major sponsor

Ilerla is the brainchild of senior Aboriginal
women within communities from the Gibb River
Station to Mowunjum: women of the Worrora,
Wunubal and Ngarinyin language groups who
identified the need to develop and support the
leadership of younger indigenous women in
building strong, healthy communities and
families.
Ilerla, and the projects it was developed from,
are very special as they were designed and
implemented by indigenous women for
indigenous people.
Ilerla grew from the experience gained from:
• The Yarri Wada Puppet Project where
professional puppeteers conducted ‘bush
puppetry schools’ resulting in 19 Aboriginal
women receiving formal art qualifications

Thanks to the work of Yarri Wada project coordinators, Sciona
Browne (L) and Fiona Crowe (R ) in bringing everything
together, the children of the Kimberley may have a brighter,
safer future.

and two 4-5 metre high puppets being created
and displayed at the 2008 World Puppet
Festival; and
• The Monorngungga Walking Forward with
Pride Project that in 2009 educated young
girls in the Mowanjum Aboriginal Community
in health, life skills and Aboriginal culture.
Organisational and financial support for these
projects was provided initially by the Zonta Club of
Perth and the EON Foundation. Between 20082010, the Yarri Wada Puppet Project operated as
a District 23 Project with many Zonta clubs in
District 23 contributing funds for the programs.
At the beginning of 2010, a more extensive
program, building on previous success, was piloted
and was jointly funded by the Unity of First People
of Australia (UFPA) and the Zonta Clubs of District
23, with additional support and input provided by
numerous community organisations (see page 2).
The Ilerla Project employs and supports a local
indigenous Project Manager, Leah Umbagai, to
bring together indigenous and non-indigenous
healthcare workers, education and service
providers to run programs that increase the
capacity of families to be safe and healthy.
(continued page 2)
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From page 1...
Ilerla gives small mouths bigger
voices to be heard by:
• engaging the community
around child and youth issues;
• encouraging the safe, healthy
development of children;
• building youth self esteem and
self confidence; and
• enabling youth to speak out.
Leah Umbagai (pictured below left),
the Project Manager, will implement a
range of programs to promote family
and community competence around
meeting children’s needs.

The Mowanjum Community of 260 people is located
at the Derby end of the Gibb River Road, nearly
2,000 km from Perth.
Project Coordinator, Leah Umbagai (below left) is
also a talented artist. The Mowanjum’s Arts Centre
(below right) is built in the shape of the Wandjina—
the supreme spirit of the Wororra, Ngarinyin and
Wanumbul people who have settled at Mowanjum.

Through the Ilerla initiatives, families
will be better able to protect their
children, promote opportunities for
their children to set and achieve their
goals, and build a strong positive
environment.

are child-friendly and safe so that
children will be able to learn through
play and healthy relationships.
The Ilerla Project is based at the
Mowanjum Aboriginal Corporation in
the North West Kimberley Region of
Western Australia.
Mowanjum is a remote community
with a population of approximately
260 people with over half the
population being under 25 years of
age. From Mowanjum, Ilerla will
offer programs to other, even more
remote, communities all along the
Gibb River Road.

Ilerla will help to create home
environments and communities that

Ilerla partners provide specialised assistance
The Ilerla Project partners with a
diverse range of individuals and
organisations to ensure an integrated
approach to achieving better health
and education outcomes for
Mowunjum and surrounding
indigenous communities. Partners
include:
• Community Elders from the
Worrorra, Ngaryngin and
Wunumbal tribes who will continue
to share cultural knowledge and
skills; provide an understanding of
the Law; and share stories and the
lifestyle attributes of the ancestors;
• True Blue Dreaming who will
deliver a mentoring program to
train youth to empower youth to
set and achieve goals and develop
a sense of value, identity and
purpose;
• The Rainbow Program that
focuses on children from
kindergarten to Year 12 who are
grieving. It encourages emotional
literacy and builds self esteem. It
also offers individual crisis

•

•

•

•

•

counseling. The Ilerla Project
Manager has received training and
ongoing support from the Program.
The David Wirrpanda Foundation
that will assist with programs
designed to build youth confidence
and self esteem;
Pamela Hunter, the Manager of
Aboriginal Healthwork who will help
deliver protective behaviour strategies
that support safety in communities;
The Police through the Child
Protection Unit who will give advice
and direction on how to protect
children at-risk. The local Police run a
community policing program that
offers kids an understanding of what
happens if they disclose child sexual
abuse;
Mooditj that will continue to provide
training and advice on delivering
creative learning programs around
sexual wellbeing for all target groups;
Kimberley Paediatrics Team who
will continue to provide mentoring for
the Ilerla Project Manager around

situations where there is disclosure
of sexual abuse;
• Kimberley Aboriginal Medical
Services (KAMS) that will provide
programs on personal hygiene;
• Community Health that will be
involved in the delivery of programs
associated with suicide prevention,
hygiene and first aid;
• Standby Me that will assist in
strategies for suicide prevention;
• Nunga Women’s Workshops run
by the Ilerla Project Manager on
women’s issues, that will provide
“play and learn” sessions for babies
and mums;
• St John Ambulance that will
provide CPR training and other first
aid programs;
• Further expert advice will continue
to be provided by Professor John
Boulton, Senior Regional
Paediatrician, Kimberley Health;
Emeritus Professor Freda Briggs
AO, University of South Australia
and staff of Curtin University.
What a team!
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Ilerla programs in action
includes developing a portfolio for
each child in which the child learns
about his/her cultural ancestry and
cultural relationships. This then
enables the child to develop
knowledge of his/her country and
cultural stories. The portfolio gets
children to include photographs,
draw a family tree, depict family
totems and relationships. This is the
root of individual and community
identity for an indigenous person.

Leah Umbagai, the Ilerla Project
Manager, lives and works in the
Mowanjum Community. She uses her
close links with the community to
ensure high participation levels.
Programs run repeatedly in intensive
two day or one week blocks and in
stages over six to eight weeks.
Community Engagement in Health
and Education Programs
Children, youth, young adults, young
parents, mothers, fathers and
grandparents will benefit by
participating in programs that promote
a pride in strong cultural identity and
teach life skills side-by-side with
traditional values and practices.
Ilerla promotes the speaking of local
language and takes young people into
country with their elders to learn about
their culture. Programs involve crossgenerational input and are developed
by engaging the community in
designing and delivering relevant
content.
Children’s Programs
The Ilerla Project delivers a routine,
weekly schedule of safe events and
activities for children and youth to
broaden their thinking and provide
models for positive lifestyles and skills
to make good decisions for the future.
This environment will enable them to:
speak out and gain confidence to learn
and engage successfully with
education, make healthy life decisions,
enjoy positive and good relationships
and be aware of the dangers in the
community and in society. Children are
engaged in activities that assist them
articulate their feelings and
communicate their needs effectively.
Children’s After School Activities
The Ilerla Project provides after
school activities designed to cultivate
self esteem, positive self image and
better educational and emotional
outcomes through:
• art workshops that provide a space
to be creative, learn cultural
stories, develop self expression;
• drop-in centre for homework and
interactive learning around healthy
eating and dental hygiene;
• puppet theatre activities that build
upon a previous project and

These young girls at Mowanjum have already
benefited from the pilot phase of the Ilerla Project.

•
•

•
•

encourage both non-verbal and
verbal communication to tell
personal stories and raise
concerns;
“in-country” camps to learn culture
and build strong identity and
sense of place;
Performance Art workshops where
children create a unique self
expression and confidence
culminating in a public
performance at the Mowunjum
Arts Festival;
traditional dance afternoons that
also include Zamba and
Columbian Salsa; and
a weekly “kids club” that
incorporates a sleep-over from
Friday night for those children who
are unsafe at home on weekends.

Other Activities for Children
Input is sought from Beyond Empathy
and Head Space to assist children
deal with emotional and physical
trauma and understand the resources
available to them. In addition,
indigenous role models are being
sought to visit the community and
open up opportunities for children to
see an exciting future for themselves;.
In all areas, key life, health and
cultural messages are being
developed that underpin and frame all
aims and activities.
School Holidays
In the school holidays the Project
Manager organises adults to assist
her provide outings and activities for
the children to expose them to ideas
for a positive lifestyle and get away
from town with its risk of drugs,
alcohol and participation in crime.
Cultural care within the Project also

Programs for Youth at Risk
Leah Umbagai and several women
from the community have completed
the Mooditj program in sex
education and life skills. Leah
delivers the program in the local
high school once a week to 15-18
year olds who are at high risk of
unplanned pregnancy, sexually
transmitted infections and
breakdown in mental health. The
program aims at assisting youth at
risk reconnect with their education
and build resilience.
Navigating Puberty
Ilerla programs help youth to
identify those people and
organisations who can assist them
navigate puberty more safely and
help children and youth to
understand themselves through
various stages in life. It also
increases awareness around
sexually transmitted infections and
gives them the benefits and
capability to be strong and stand up
for their own rights as an individual.
Bush Training
The Kimberley Land Council (KLC)
has been engaged to take boys and
girls on a bush training trip as part
of the rangers program that
monitors the environment and the
animals on the land. The rangers
also manage the country using
traditional management techniques
including controlled burning and
care of land. This program aims to
develop knowledge of country, bush
skills, self confidence and interest in
the ranger program, which may lead
to employment in the future. KLC is
supporting the program by providing
fuel and the food for the group to
participate.
(continued page 4)

Issue 4, September 2010

Page 4

Honour Board
Ilerla programs continued

EON Foundation

Young Mothers and Fathers
The Project Manager will continue to run weekly
Nunga Women’s Workshops which cover a range of
women’s issues and also provide a space for young
fathers to understand their role in growing up strong,
healthy children. Working closely with health care and
education providers, programs target mothers and
fathers alike in providing access to education around
healthy parenting. The program offers adults education
around the following:
• nutrition for the critical first two years of life;
• building a foundation for healthy relationships in two
to three year olds;
• the importance of early learning and play in three to
five year olds;
• encouraging engagement in pre-school activities;
• the importance of homework and home support for
schooling; and
• puberty, adolescence and safe relationships.

Zonta Club of Perth Inc

4,000

Zonta Club of Frankston Inc

1,100

Zonta Club of Adelaide Hills Inc

1,000

Zonta Club of Bunbury

1,000

Zonta Club of Devonport Inc

1,000

Zonta Club of Fleurieu Peninsula Inc

1,000

Zonta Club of Perth Northern Suburbs Inc

1,000

20,000

Zonta Club of Alice Springs Inc

800

Sandy McGregor and family

500

Zonta Club of Adelaide Flinders Inc

500

Zonta Club of Adelaide Torrens Inc

500

Zonta Clubs of Area 5 (Tasmania)

500

Zonta Club of Bendigo Inc

500

Zonta Club of Dunsborough Area Inc

500

Zonta Club of Gawler Inc

500

Zonta Club of Kyneton Inc

500

The Ilerla Project will be administered on a day-to-day
basis by the Unity of First People of Australia.
However, the Zonta Club of Perth will be represented
on the Community Reference Group and will continue
to provide in-kind support and encouragement for the
program. In addition, the club will also assist with
seeking funding to sustain the program beyond the
next two years.

Zonta Club of Peel Inc

500

Zonta Club of Port Lincoln Inc

500

Zonta Club of the Riverland Inc

500

Zonta Club of Swan Hills Inc

500

Zonta Club of Wangaratta Inc

500

Zonta Club of Melbourne on Yarra Inc

435

The Ilerla Project is required to report to the
Community Reference Group every two months and
the Zonta Club of Perth will provide updates on its
website at www.zontaperth.org.au.

Zonta Club of Para District Inc

250

Zonta Club of Melton Inc

200

Zonta’s ongoing role

Total 38,285

Special Tribute
For the full Yarri Wada story visit
www.zontaperth.org.au
A special thank you goes to Kathy Charlesworth, a photo-journalist who has
lived with, worked with and been an advocate for the Aboriginal people in the
Kimberley for over 30 years.
Kathy was the bridge between the two cultures and it was through her in
2004, that the Zonta Club of Perth first met and became friends with senior
Ngarinyin law women in the Kimberley. This friendship now includes women
from the Ngarinyin, Worrora and Wunambul clans and key people such as
community nurse Angie Fisher, who have helped turn dreams into reality.
THANK YOU KATHY—without you, Ilerla would not have been possible!
www.district23.org.au
district23@yahoo.com.au
© Zonta International District 23, 2010

